
GRAPHIC DESIGN | Poster Design | Shaping the Future 
 
Aim: To study a designer’s style and technique to help you design a poster for a live brief. 
Deadline: WEEK 18 homework set on 31/01/18. Due lesson WEDNESDAY 7/02/18 
Task: Research design style and use step by step process to show creation of copy and creation of a poster for Poster Heroes 
live brief competition. 
 

Posterheroes http://www.posterheroes.org/?lang=en  
 
Posterheroes is an international contest about social communication that calls for poster 50×70 or 70×100 about 
social and environmental themes. The contest, created in 2010, is open to everyone and aims to involve especially 
young people and the national and international community. 5855 posters were sent in these years, from 73 
different nations. The winning posters are selected by an international jury of high level professionals (55 so far) 

The contest is organized by PLUG – non profit Cultural Association, Favini S.r.l. and IED Firenze. 

Posterheroes is an international contest that calls for poster about social and environmental themes. This year's 
theme is SHAPING THE FUTURE. 

Design and tell your vision of the future with a 70x100cm poster! 

“We already know the challenges of this time that have roots in the present lifestyle of the society. 

Here are four starting points for you to consider… 

• CLIMATE CHANGES AND GLOBAL WARMING EFFECTS 
• EQUAL ACCESS TO FOOD AND WATER 
• AI AND ROBOTICS 
• SOCIAL RELATIONSHIP AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

We, from Posterheroes want to stay positive and we are asking for your help to imagine and tell the future 
with a poster, to use it as warning or as incentive to drive us in the choices of today and tomorrow. This is 
a call to action, to tell how we want our future and the future of the next generations.” 

Entries must be submitted via the online entry form. 

Entry fees 
Entry is free. 

Prizes 
The winner will receive a cash prize of 2,500 €. 

Website 
Please visit http://www.posterheroes.org/?lang=en to learn more about the competition. Also, see end of 
document for the Posterheroes brief. 

 

See next page for tasks 

 

 



Task A 

Choose a style to reference. 
Select a designer or design movement to use as reference for this project. Choose from the following list of 
designers/movements or pick one of the suggestions from pages 6-11. 

• David Carson http://www.davidcarsondesign.com/t/tag/poster/  
• Dada https://www.pinterest.co.uk/armandcordero/dada-inspiration/ 
• Bauhaus https://www.pinterest.co.uk/armandcordero/bauhaus/  
• Cubism https://www.pinterest.co.uk/veredgy/cubism/?lp=true  
• Henri Matisse https://www.moma.org/interactives/exhibitions/2014/matisse/the-cut-outs.html  
• Tom Abbiss Smith http://tomabbisssmithart.com/collage/  
• Timothy Goodman https://www.instagram.com/timothygoodman/  
• Memphis https://www.pinterest.co.uk/armandcordero/memphis/  
• El Lissitsky https://www.pinterest.co.uk/wakingup55/el-lissitzky/?lp=true  
• Stephen Smith https://www.instagram.com/neasdencontrolcentre/  

Research about the designer/movement, gather information and images of artworks – write 200 words about 
chosen designer/movement and present research (text and artworks) on a transparency flap. 

 

Task B 

A4 side 1 
Choose a poster artwork design by your chosen designer/movement and create a step-by-step copy of this poster. 
The copy can be digital/off-screen/combination of both mediums and techniques. 

 

Task C 

A4 side 2 - Research for your poster – what is your vision of the future? 
Gather and present research. Use pinterest/behance/google images. The more research the better! Strong 
research will make for a strong project. Your research should include existing poster designs that you really like 
and want to use as reference. Your research should include both typography and pictorial/images. 

 

Task D 

Below are four starting points suggested by Posterheroes. 

• CLIMATE CHANGES AND GLOBAL WARMING EFFECTS 
• EQUAL ACCESS TO FOOD AND WATER 
• AI AND ROBOTICS 
• SOCIAL RELATIONSHIP AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

Which starting point will you explore? Remember, you are designing your vision of the future. 

Attach the following as flap(s) to side 2 



• Create an A5 size mind map (off-screen or digital) to help you develop your ideas 
• Create an A5 size flap of initial thumbnail size sketches for your poster design 

 

Task E 

A4 side 3 
Now you’re ready to create your Shaping the Future poster design! You must reference the style of your chosen 
designer/movement from Task B. You must show step-by-step how you are creating your poster design. I 
recommend starting by choosing your best thumbnail sketch design and creating a black and white wireframe, and 
then go from there. Remember: annotate each step / use screenshots or HQ photos of each step where necessary. 
Present your final poster design as an A5 size flap, attached to side 3. 

Your poster must contain typography – be creative! 

Extension Task 

You could start thinking about how your final poster design would look as a full size protest sign. 

 

 

 

 



 

Next Week 

Your poster design will be checked next week. Teacher/technician will help you to print your final poster design A3 
size and high quality. Your poster design must be finalised and ready next week, ready for submitting to the 
Posterheroes live brief. 

I look forward to seeing your creative poster designs next week. Good luck! 

 

This is the 7th edition of the Posterheroes contest. Below are examples of entries for the previous 6 contests: 

Posterheroes 1 – Theme: Debate on the Future of Energy Policies http://www.posterheroes.org/ph1/ 

Posterheroes 2 – Theme: Smart Consumption http://www.posterheroes.org/ph-2/ 

Posterheroes 3 – Theme: Smart Cities and Transparent Evolution http://www.posterheroes.org/ph-3/ 

Posterheroes 4 – Theme: Food System http://www.posterheroes.org/posterheroes-4/ 

Posterheroes 5 – Theme: Food in the Loop http://www.posterheroes.org/ph-5/ 

Posterheroes 6 – Theme: Rights in Love http://www.posterheroes.org/posterheroes-6/ 

See next page for examples of posters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Examples of previous poster entries 

 



Examples of designers you could use for this poster project: 

Saul Bass https://www.pinterest.co.uk/armandcordero/saul-bass-inspo-i/ 
 

 
 
DADA https://www.pinterest.co.uk/armandcordero/dada-inspiration/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



April Greiman https://www.pinterest.co.uk/armandcordero/april-greiman-inspo-i/  
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/johanna_bross/april-greiman/  
 

 
 

 



 
Yayoi Kusama https://www.pinterest.co.uk/YouSnowGirl/yayoi-kusama/?lp=true  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Herbert Bayer https://www.pinterest.co.uk/3happybluebirds/herbert-bayer/?lp=true  
 

 
 

 
Oscar Wilson https://www.pinterest.co.uk/D4y4nn44/oscar-wilson/?lp=true  
 

 
 



Monge Quentin https://www.pinterest.co.uk/quentinmonge/monge-quentin-
illustrations/?lp=true  
 

 
 
David Carson https://www.pinterest.co.uk/armandcordero/david-carson/  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lucrecia Rey https://www.behance.net/lucreciarc  
 

 
 
Peter Bankov https://www.behance.net/gallery/7199557/Peter-Bankov-posters  
 

 
 
Kelly Anna https://www.instagram.com/kellyannalondon/  
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“The future is open. It is not predetermined and thus 
cannot be predicted – except by accident. 
The possibilities that lie in the future are infinite. 
When I say 'It is our duty to remain optimists’, this 
includes not only the openness of the future but also 
that which all of us contribute to it by everything we 
do: we are all responsible for what the future holds 
in store.Thus it is our duty, not to prophesy evil, 
but, rather, to fight for a better world.”

Karl Popper

Magnetically levitating cars, interstellar 

travels, extraterrestrial cultures, AI or 

apocalyptic scenarios lashed by wars, 

endemic diseases, natural disasters or 

catastrophes caused by humans: science 

fiction novels or movies had always imagined 

the future for us, postponing periodically 

the timing (at first 1984, then 2000, 2012, 

2020 and 2040 …) and taking it quite far 

from the ‘present’, in order to make plausible 

scenarios that are usually very different 

from those we are used to.  

The intellect, the science and the empirical 

observation teach us how future, present 

and past are not divided: they are not 

separable elements of the space-time 

dimension, for which we are just a point of 

observation and an infinitesimal part of a 

bigger picture with mostly unknown rules. 

Even without disturbing modern physics, 
it is certain that the future of tomorrow 
can and must be performed through the 
actions of today: however, too often we hide 

ourselves behind the present excuse with a 

foolish egocentric vision, ignoring the effects 

of our actions on future generations and on 

our planet, that give us clear message on our 

invasive presence.

It’s not needed looking for or imaging risks 

from the deep space:  we already know the 

challenges of this time that have roots in the 

present lifestyle of the society.

CLIMATE CHANGES AND GLOBAL 
WARMING EFFECTS
The consequences of global warming are 

abundantly explained by internationals 

scientists. Cities densely populated now, 

will be partially or totally submerged by 

ocean water. The moderate weather of some 

places, will become dry alternated with 

strong rains influencing the lifestyle and 

the farming. Animals and plants will need 

to adapt or surrender and, because of the 

ices melting, the ground will emit dangerous 

gases amplifying the warming effect.

The process is ongoing and scientists say 
that we passed the point of no return 
with the indifference of most people and 
the small interventions of international 
political forces.

Every our choices 
changes our future. 
What choices will 
we take tomorrow?



Are we conscious of the path we have 
chosen and of how much we can do to 
reduce the damages? Will we be able to 
adapt to a very fast climate changes and 
its consequences on our environment and 
culture?

EQUAL ACCESS TO FOOD AND WATER
Food and water are primary sources of our 

lives, fundamental goods and today more 

than ever something that distinguishes who 

can choose (and to waste) and who struggle 

to have the minimum to survive. It might 

sound paradoxical how, in the era of so many 

culinary shows and awarded restaurants, 

someone could suffer hunger or need to 

walk kms to reach potable water.

Which future should we expect from 

a nutritional point of view? Will we be 

able to balance the production and the 

consumption of food protection biodiversity 

and local traditional culinary habits? Will 

the Food&Drink 24/7 fortunates be enough 

brave to limit and sacrifice their freedom in 

favour of an equal and globally distribution 

of food?

AI AND ROBOTICS
We are facing a new revolution: like the 

introduction of steam engines deeply 

changed how people worked making global 

economy grow like never before, in the same 

way, AI with the support of Big Data and 

information technologies are going to burst 

into the production process automating those 

activities typically done by humans. Between 

opportunity and risk, the real question is 

if we’ll be ready to let robots replace us in 

those tasks done by humans till now even 

at decisional level: will we be able to adapt 

ourselves to the new jobs that the market will 

require? Having less need of manpower, will 

be able to readapt our working life?

The future is defined by 
our actions as a society 
and a human race. 

SOCIAL RELATIONSHIP 
AND HUMAN RIGHTS
More than ever, social dimension has 

become so contradictory. On one hand, 

migration and ‘radicalism’ show us daily how 

human rights are easily overcame, making 

useless many of goals hardly achieved 

over the years in terms of freedom and 

emancipation, on the other hand, media 

amplify human interactions creating a 

hyper connected dimension to live in where 

moments of hate are exasperated. 

Will we be able to find the right balance to 
eliminate those excesses? Will we be able 
to grant the gender, race, expression and 
ideology rights, that nowadays just a little 
part of the world population can enjoy, for 
all future generations?
 

Future is for the most unknown, but we can 

be sure that challenges we wrote above, 

with many others (the transition from fossil 

fuels to renewable resources, the over 

consumption and the waste management, 

etc.), won’t find a resolution in the time 

passing by, but they will need human energy, 

involvement, intuition and dedication. 

Fields studies demonstrate how just an 

exclusive part of the global population 

is investing, more than ever, economic 

resources in safe shelters in order to be safe 



in case of catastrophes or crises. Have we 

already lost the hope to grant our children a 

better future in comparison with the actual 

situation or the past one? 

We, from POSTERHEROES want to stay 

positive and we are asking for your help to 

imagine and tell the future with a poster, to 

use it as warning or as incentive to drive us in 

the choices of today and tomorrow. 

Although some politicians disappointed 

us, we are confident in international 

organizations and local programs that 

aim at decreasing the negative effects on 

environment and at protecting human rights, 

furthermore we really trust the community 

of creatives to be an example and an 

incitement. Today more than ever we are 
looking for HEROES, heroes of the future 
we are building. 
Heroes without mask, without costume, 

without superpowers, that can change 

the world with little actions and everyday 

choices.

This is a call to action, to tell how we want 

our future and the future of the next 

generations.

Join and submit your artwork on 

www.posterheroes.org

Tell us your vision 
of the future with 
a 70x100cm poster by 
February 17, 2018

Project by


