Assessment criteria

Discussion of a:sub theme,
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5 Delivery is fluent throughout. The ideas and opinions expressed are nearly always developed,
independently of prompts. Students give an appropriate response to nearly all unpredictable
elements.

4 Delivery is mainly fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are mostly developed,
independently of prompts. Students give an appropriate response to most unpredictable
elements.

3 Delivery is sometimes fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are sometimes developed,
independently of prompts. Students give an appropriate response to some unpredictable
elements.

2 Delivery is occasionally fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are occasionally developed,
independently of prompts. Students give an appropriate response to a few unpredictable
elements.

1 Delivery is rarely fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are rarely developed, independently
of prompts. Students give an appropriate response to very few unpredictable elements.

0 Nothing in the performance is worthy of a mark.

Notes

Fluency is defined as delivery at a pace which reflects natural discourse, although not of the level
associated with a native speaker. Hesitation and pauses may occur to allow for a word to be found,
for a phrase to be formulated or for self-correction and/or repair strategies to be used. The use of
self-correction and/or repair strategies will not be penalised.

Mark | Descriptors

5 Students’ responses show that they have a very good understanding of the material on the
card.

4 Students’ responses show that they have a good understanding of the material on the card.

3 Students’ responses show that they have some understanding of the material on the card.

2 Students’ responses show that they have a limited understanding of the material on the card.

1 Students’ responses show that they have a very limited understanding of the material on the
card.

0 Nothing in the performance is worthy of a mark.

If a student only asks one question, a maximum of 4 marks can be awarded for AO2. If a student
asks no questions, a maximum of 3 marks can be awarded for AO2.




Notes

The material on the card is defined as the text containing the target language heading, any statement
of opinion, any factual/statistical information and the printed questions.

Mark | Descriptors

are demonstrated. Highly accurate application of grammar with occasional minor errors.
Pronunciation and intonation are very good.

9-10 | A wide range of vocabulary and complex language and a good knowledge of appropriate idiom

are demonstrated. Mostly accurate application of grammar with some minor errors.
Pronunciation and intonation are good.

7-8 A good range of vocabulary and complex language and some knowledge of appropriate idiom

5-6 Some variety of vocabulary and complex language is demonstrated. Accurate application of
grammar is uneven. Pronunciation and intonation are fairly good.

limited. Pronunciation and intonation are mostly intelligible.

3-4 Little variety of vocabulary and structures is demonstrated. Accurate application of grammar is

1-2 Very little variety of vocabulary and structures is demonstrated. Accurate application of
grammar is very limited. Pronunciation and intonation are poor.

0 Nothing in the performance is worthy of a mark.

Notes
Pronunciation and intonation are not expected to be of native speaker standard.
Serious errors are defined as those which adversely affect communication.

Award the higher mark in the band if you would have considered placing the response in the band
above; award the lower mark in the band if you would have considered placing the response in the
band below.

Idiom refers to a form of expression that is particular to the target language.
Minor errors include:

e incorrect genders and consequential errors of agreement
Serious errors include:

e incorrect verb forms especially irregular forms

e incorrect use of pronouns

e missing or incorrect agreements of adjectives or past participles
Complex language includes:

e use of pronouns of all types

e tenses that support conceptual complexity (as in si sentences)

e connectives supporting a range of subordinate clauses including those requiring
subjunctive

e constructions with verbs and verbs followed by infinitive with correct preposition.



use of present and past participles.

Descriptors

5 Very good critical and analytical response
Very good knowledge and understanding of those aspects of the sub-theme covered in the
discussion. Students consistently select relevant information to support their arguments.
They consistently use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a
very good evaluation of the sub-theme.

4 Good critical and analytical response
Good knowledge and understanding of those aspects of the sub-theme covered in the
discussion. Students often select relevant information to support their arguments. They
often use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a good
evaluation of the sub-theme.

3 Reasonable critical and analytical response
Reasonable knowledge and understanding of those aspects of the sub-theme covered in
the discussion. Students sometimes select relevant information to support their arguments.
They sometimes use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a
reasonable evaluation of the sub-theme.

2 Limited critical and analytical response
Some knowledge and understanding of those aspects of the sub-theme covered in the
discussion. Students occasionally select relevant information to support their arguments.
They occasionally use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a
limited evaluation of the sub-theme.

1 Very limited critical and analytical response
A little knowledge and understanding of those aspects of the sub-theme covered in the
discussion. Students rarely select relevant information to support their arguments. They
rarely use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a very limited
evaluation of the sub-theme.

0 Nothing in the performance is worthy of a mark.

Andividual research project

Mark | Descriptors

5 Thorough knowledge and understanding of the area of study are evident in the
presentation.

4 Good knowledge and understanding of the area of study are evident in the presentation.

3 Reasonable knowledge and understanding of the area of study are evident in the
presentation.

2 Limited knowledge and understanding of the area of study are evident in the presentation.




1 Very limited knowledge and understanding of the area of study are evident in the
presentation.

0 Nothing in the presentation is worthy of a mark.

Mark | Descriptors

9-10 | Delivery is fluent throughout. The ideas and opinions expressed are nearly always
developed, independently of prompts. Students engage very well in the discussion and
give an appropriate response to nearly all questions.

7-8 Delivery is mainly fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are mostly developed,
independently of prompts. Students engage well in the discussion and give an appropriate
response to most questions.

5-6 Delivery is sometimes fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are sometimes developed,
independently of prompts. Students engage reasonably well in the discussion and give an
appropriate response to some questions.

3-4 Delivery is occasionally fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are occasionally
developed, independently of prompts. Students engage to a limited extent in the
discussion and give an appropriate response to a few questions.

1-2 Delivery is rarely fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are rarely developed,
independently of prompts. Students engage to a very limited extent in the discussion and
give an appropriate response to very few questions.

0 Nothing in the performance is worthy of a mark.

Notes

Fluency is defined as delivery at a pace which reflects natural discourse, although not of the level
associated with a native speaker. Hesitation and pauses may occur to allow for a word to be found,
for a phrase to be formulated or for self correction and/or repair strategies to be used. The use of
self correction and/or repair strategies will not be penalised.

Award the higher mark in the band if you would have considered placing the response in the band
above, award the lower mark in the band if you would have considered placing the response in the
band below.

Mark | Descriptors

9-10 | A wide range of vocabulary and complex language and a good knowledge of appropriate
idiom are demonstrated. Highly accurate application of grammar with occasional minor
errors. Pronunciation and intonation are very good.

7-8 A good range of vocabulary and complex language and some knowledge of appropriate
idiom are demonstrated. Mostly accurate application of grammar with some minor errors.
Pronunciation and intonation are good.




5-6 Some variety of vocabulary and complex language is demonstrated. Accurate appiication—|
of grammar is uneven. Pronunciation and intonation are fairly good.

3-4 Little variety of vocabulary and structures is demonstrated. Accurate application of
grammar is limited. Pronunciation and intonation are mostly intelligible.

1-2 Very little variety of vocabulary and structures is demonstrated. Accurate application of
grammar is very limited. Pronunciation and intonation are poor.

0 Nothing in the performance is worthy of a mark.

Notes
Pronunciation and intonation are not expected to be of native speaker standard.
Serious errors are defined as those which adversely affect communication.

Award the higher mark in the band if you would have considered placing the response in the band
above, award the lower mark in the band if you would have considered placing the response in the
band below.

Idiom refers to a form of expression that is particular to the target language.
Minor errors include:

e incorrect genders and consequential errors of agreement
Serious errors include:

e incorrect verb forms especially irregular forms

e incorrect use of pronouns

e missing or incorrect agreements of adjectives or past participles
Complex language includes:

e use of pronouns of all types

¢ tenses that support conceptual complexity (as in si sentences)

° connectives supporting a range of subordinate clauses including those requiring
subjunctive

® constructions with verbs and verbs followed by infinitive with correct preposition

e use of present and past participles.

Mark | Descriptors

9-10 | Excellent critical and analytical response

From the research carried out, the student has acquired thorough knowledge and
understanding of the culture and society relevant to the chosen topic. Students
consistently select relevant information to support their arguments. They consistently use
appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating an excellent evaluation of

their chosen topic.

7-8 Good critical and analytical response
From the research carried out, the student has acquired good knowledge and




understanding of the culture and society relevant to the chosen topic. Students often select
relevant information to support their arguments. They often use appropriate evidence to
justify their conclusions, demonstrating a good evaluation of their chosen topic.

5-6 Reasonable critical and analytical response
From the research carried out, the student has acquired reasonable knowledge and
understanding of the culture and society relevant to the chosen topic. Students sometimes
select relevant information to support their arguments. They sometimes use appropriate
evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a reasonable evaluation of their
chosen topic.

3-4 Limited critical and analytical response
From the research carried out, the student has acquired some knowledge and
understanding of the culture and society relevant to the chosen topic. Students
occasionally select relevant information to support their arguments. They occasionally use
appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a limited evaluation of their
chosen topic.

1-2 Very limited critical and analytical response
From the research carried out, the student has acquired a little knowledge and
understanding of the culture and society relevant to the chosen topic. Students rarely
select relevant information to support their arguments. They rarely use appropriate
evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a very limited evaluation of their
chosen topic.

0 The student fails completely to engage with the discussion.

Notes

Award the higher mark in the band if you would have considered placing the response in the band
above; award the lower mark in the band if you would have considered placing the response in the
band below.
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