Lighting Techniques – Unit 36
BTEC Yr2
Learning Aim B2 - Examine commonly used lighting setups

1. On GOL there is a PowerPoint template of various different lighting setups. In small groups you are to go down to the studio and attempt-
•  Three-point lighting
•  Four-point lighting
•  Lighting for portraiture (Hard (bare bulb), Soft (diffused light and bounced light) 
In the studio you will have 2 cameras and a whiteboard
One you have experimented and collated enough for each example come back to the classroom and evidence each in the PowerPoint template. Annotate your slides appropriately (see over the page) – where you are expected to go into more detail, 2 slides have been given. Use a combination of your own photographs, diagrams and online images.

2. For the section of the PowerPoint template on Lighting for factual programming, please collate any relevant images (screengrabs and production stills) and diagrams (floorplans, sketches etc.) from your recent multicamera production and evidence accordingly. 

3. At a later date, I will arrange for us to go over the Performing Arts block and look at some of the lighting set ups in Drama and Music- for now do some independent research into Stage lights and evidence accordingly in the PowerPoint template.


Use a combination of your own photographs, diagrams and online images. This work will need to be blogged, once completed in full.






Example slides
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Three-point lighting

* Three point lighting is a commonly used 3-Point Lighting
lighting technique used in visual media and Back Setup
most commonly film, TV and photography. It Light *
involves a key Ii§ht which is the main light
source. It should be off to the left side Tf
(preferabl?/) at about 45 degrees. This is the fill
strongest light source and has the highest Key € Light
wattage. It highlights the subject and creates Light & 4

shadows on the other side. The fill light is

ositioned on the opposite side to the key
ight and fills the shadows that they key light
created. As well as removing shadows, it also
highlights the subject, making sure they stand
out. Finally the back light placed behind the
subject helps to bring them apart from the
background and make the subject stand out
and provide definition. Similar to the fill light
it also reduces shadows and highlights the
subject. It is the smallest light and the lowest
wattage.
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Three-point lighting

Here is the final resulting image of our three-point lighting experiment

The Backlight used
means the subject’s
hair looks aesthetically
pleasing

Key light - the most
powerful light is
illuminating the subject’s
face nicely. But also The il light s diffused
creating a lttle shadow and thus working to

down the right side of offset some of the shadows
her face. created by the key light





