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Characters

Lucy

Angela

Barbara

Marina

Zac, Pete, Brian, Dr Harris, Andrew and Osear should
be played by a single actor,
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One

Lucy, tweniy-seven, and her mother Barbara, sixy, are in the garden
of iheir large Islington home. It's a quiet warm summer’s evening
Barbara drinks fiom a glass of red wine. Lucy takes an empty Bic
Biro fiom her cardigan pocket and a folded square of fin foil. She unfolds
it. Tears some off and wraps it around the Biro to make a tube which she
hangs out of her mouth like a cigarette. She replaces the Biro, tears some
more foil to make & flat oblong surface and then lakes a small lump of
heroin out of a small wrap which she Duis an that fil.

Lucy Will you hold it for me?

Barbara [ know what that is.

Lucy looks at her mother.

Lucy You've never minded me smoking joints in the garden.
Barbara 'This is too much Lucy.

Lucy Mummy I'm twenty-seven. I make my own choices. I
do my own thing,

Silence.

Fine when Zac comes down we’ll go in Gibson Square. Fuck’s
sake. Doesn’t matter any more anyway.

Barbara No. Don't. Please darling.

She thinks and then approaches Lucy. Lucy passes the foil with the
heroin to her mother which she holds. Lucy finds a Zippo in her pocket
which she also passes to her mother. Barbara ignites the Zippo which
she holds underneath the smack. Lucy smokes it, Barbara watches her
daughter. Laacy backs away and takes the  fotl tube from her mouth.

Luey See? I'm still here. Lots of my friends do it. Like no
one’s injecting or anything. Its only a tiny bit of opium. And
I've had such an awfill day you wouldn’t believe it.

Barbara Lucy you promised me you would never,
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Lucy I would never inject. I would never do that to you. I
would never do to that to myself. I promise. On my life,

She screws the foil into a ball and  flicks it mway.
Barbara Oh darling not on the lawn.
She looks for the flicked foil in the garden.
Lacy What are you doing?

Barbara It will drive me mad the thought of it in the
garden.

Lucy A bird will carry it away. Or a worm will eat it.
Barbara How will a worm digest such a thing?
Lucy Worms love foil.

Barbara Worms don’t love anything darling. They’ve no
feelings or brain.

Lucy How dare you be so dismissive of the great British
worm.,

Barbara Darling believe me I'm a great fan of the worm. I
Just haven’t met one yet that can compost tin foil,

Lucy They love it. Foil is worm bling,

Barbara What's bling?

Lucy laughs and then becomes reflective.

Lucy Don’t you remember in the pilot last year?
Barbara What was that darling?

Lucy Are you listening? On my show,

Barbara No.

Lucy We had a whole green school awards thing. And I don’t
know. This funny little prep school in Bloomsbury had done a
project on worms and we had the kids on with their worms. So
we did worms. You know it’s the kind of stupid shit we do in
children’s television.

One 7

Barbara Yes, yes.

Lucy Iloveit.

Silence.

Barbara You would tell me if something was wrong?
Silence,

Lucy The epigeic worm is a bit of a bore but the lob worin
is a hard mother-fucker.

Barbara Lucy.

Lucy He lives ten feet below the surface and comes up at
night for supper. Yes your average epigeic tiger worm hasn’t got
the balls to even take on a dead fly. But your Lumbricus terrestris
will eat my little gift in one gulp and buzz its tits off as a prize
to boot.

Barbara [ wish I'd known you were coming,
Lucy Why?

Barbara Well.

Lucy Mother chill your boots.

Barbara I'd have cooked.

Lucy Oh for God’s sake you know how it makes me feel

ill to look at such a ridiculously large plate of food. And you
expect me to actually eat it. You know Mummy if you want to
make me a sandwich, make me a sandwich and let’s not keep
harping on about it.

Barbara drinks and studies Lugy.

Barbara Okay.

Lucy Well are you going to make a sandwich?
Barbara Iwill in a minute.

Lucy Well I'll have cheese and Jjam.
Barbara Okay
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Lucy And some crisps.

Barbara Yes.

She drinks and looks at the garden.

Lucy You know mummy something’s happened.

Barbara Iknew

Lucy Did you?

Barbara [ had a feeling. Will you give me a minute darling?
Will you just give me a moment? I —

She drinks. Silence.

Barbara Of course the secret to a truly great bouillabaisse
is in the orange peel and fennel secd.

Lucy warns her mother off with a look.

Barbara I'm only saying I would have made a meal. When
one thinks of the great hopes I had for this garden when we
first came here Lulu. T can remember it like yesterday. In the
old two-oh-five with the roof down and you and Angela in the
back looking around Gibson Square. And the removals men
were already fetching our belongings in. And Grandmother’s
picture had been broken and you were a darling telling the boy
who broke it not to worry when you knew how furious I was,
Even at that age. So pretty. Cuddling Mr Dog your favourite.

She drinks.

Barbara Yes. An arbour bench, a sun dial perhaps, a
weather vane always seemed like an indulgence but I assumed
a bird bath was a done deal. In my garden. The curse of bind
weed.

Lacy Seriously have we got weed?

Barbara An abundance of bind weed and a plinth covered
in bird shit.

One 9

She laughs, snorts as she layghs, starts to giggle ai her loud snort, which
sets Lucey off and they’re both crying with laughter. Silence.

Lucy Ilove you Mummy,
Barbara | love you Lucy,

Lucy I think we ought to perhaps talk before — Pm
frightened. I -

Zac enters, he'’s 30, tall, posh, off his head.

Zac Hi. Hi again.

Barbara Would you like a cheese and Jjam sandwich as well
Zac?

Zac lvoks at Lucy and then back at Barbara and then back at Lucy agam,
Zac Cheese and jam, That’s. Unusual.

Lucy And what?

Zac Butl can see how it might work. The cheesiness of the
cheese and the jamminess of the jam.

Lucy Listen you retard goon you're not Judging the spastic
special edition of Mausterchef, Now get out your drugs and skin
up.

Zac laughs, thinks and then whispers something i Lucy’s ear
Barbara What's that?

Lucy He said T wouldn’t venture into the WC’. How quaint.
‘For half an hour’.

Zac blushes bright red and Barbara laughs.

Zac That isn’t right. Lucy that’s Just really cruel. Get out
your own fucking drugs.

Lucy Don’t talk to me like that in front of my mother or
I'will cut off your balls and devil them like a pair of lamb’s
kidney’s.
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Barbara Lucy I wish you would sometimes take your own
advice and put on your chilling boots.

Zac wants to laugh — doesn’t.
Lucy Ithink I want to die.

Zac laughs his head off Barbara, joins in, Pleased io be the source of
such hilarigy.

Lucy Why arc you laughing you don’t even know what
you’re laughing at?

Silence.
I've been fired. From the show. I've been fired. I know I have.,
Barbara They've done what?

Lucy My producer caught me. I was in my dressing room
having a smoke. Only a tiny bit to chill me out. And. I don’t
know why. I, T hadn’t locked my door and she knocked and
came in with the script changes I told them to make. I freaked
out. And she asked me to sit down and explain what T was
doing when it was, you know, perfectly fucking obvious what

I was doing. And she went mad. She was screaming and
shouting at me and I calmed down a bit myself. And then she
said she was going to speak to the Exec and I begged her not
to. I begged her. And she told me she was going to get someone
to come and baby-sit me. She actually said that, can you
belicve it? And she told me I had to say I wasn’t feeling very
well if anyone asked. And we wouldn’t be filming the piece
about the Shetland ponies. And I was so looking forward to it.
"They were going to film something else before they wasted any
more time. And then just before she left she turned around and
she said to me “There are a million people waiting to take your
place Lucy’. She actually said that! What a bitch.

Silence.

And then the Exec came down. Like the Headmaster. And he
gave me an absolute bollocking. And it wasn’t like he cared I
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was in bits or anything, And he was so angry about all the time
and money that would be wasted because I would have to go
home. And he said I had to understand how serious it was.
Being caught doing something like that on a kids’ show. And
how the BBC couldn’t have another scandal. They offered to
ring someone and then they got me a car home. They've told
me to say P've got gastric flu. But I think I am completely out. I
car’t even face talking to my agent. She’s left me ten messages
already and she’s going nuts. 'm dead. I'm finished. That is it.

Barbara For smoking a cigarette?

Lucy explodes.

Lucy Are you a complete imbecile mother?
Silence.

Barbara No.

Lucy is about to cry — doesn’t.

Zac It’s wrong hey Barbara? Tiny little bit of brown. You'd
think she’d had her face down in a pool of her own vomit.

Lucy For God’s sake shut up!

Barbara How dare they?

Lucy They can'tdo it to me can they?

Barbara Well [ won't let them.

Lucy You can’tstop it. I can’t stop it. You can't stop it.

Barbara goes to Lucy to try and comfort her but Lucy shrugs her off
and walks away.

Barbara Darling we will get this all sorted out. Please don’t
Wworry.

Lucy Thisis my life.

Silence.

Barbara We will speak to your sister. Angela will write to
them.
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Lucy No one knows. They’re hushing it up. If they can. I
don’t think they can.

Barbara Well they've no right.

Lucy looks as if she will again explode. Barbara stops herself: Silence,
Barbara It will all blow over Lucy.

Lucy It won’t blow over. What am I going to do?

Silence,

Barbara I knew all this was too good to be true,

She wipes away a tear. Silence.

Lucy Pull yourself together mother please.

Zac These people are tight man,

Lucy Shut up Zac you couldn’t hold down a job as a runner
on Dave you useless cretin. This is all your fault.

Zac looks at her.
Lucy You asked me if I wanted to try it. You did it.
Barbara Did he?

Lucy I was quite happy with my own class A drugs until that
gangly twit hoved in to view.

Silence.

Barbara How long has this been going on?
Lucy We had some ata party last New Year’s Eve.
Zac It’s cool Babs.

Barbara Get out of this house now. I said now.
Stlence.

Zac No man she asked for it. And dat is the truth.

Lucy What are you talking like that for? Wigger prick. He
went to Harrow and he lives on Christchurch Hill with his
mother and father.
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Zac You go too far Lucy,.
Lucy And what?

Zac TI'm gone. Don't call me. Because T will blank you and I
will laugh at you when you’re clucking,

Lucy Fuckoff,
Barbara Yes. Please leave. Now:

Zac nods at Bavbara who points as if to indicate he should leave. He
goes.

Lucy What am I going to do? I am utterly ruined. I don’t
think they can hush it up. I'm completely ruined Mummy,
What am I going to do?

Stlence.

Can I come and stay tonight?
Barbara Darling of course.
Lucy Just for tonight.

Barbara You can come and stay with me. You can go in
your old room. You'll be safe here. No one will harm you here.

Lucy Won't they? Pm frightened it will all come out.
Barbara You can stay here as long as you want.
Lucy Idor’t know if I should.

Barbara It's up to you darling, This is your home.
Silence.

Lucy CanI?Iwould really appreciate it.

Barbara You’re here now and that’s all that matters. You’re
going to let me look after you.

Lucy Will you?
Barbara Always,
Silence.
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Luncy Nothing is for always Mummy,

Barbara WellIam. I want you to listen to me. Look at
Mummy. I am here.

Silence,
And I will never let you down.

e -

Two

Lucy and her older sister Angela, thirty-six. Angela has just come
wnto the kilchen at their mother’s house. Lmcy hasn’t noticed. Lucy is
ryfting through Angela’s bag and finds her purse which she opens. Lucy
notices Angela staring at her and drops it.

Angela What are you doing with my purse?
Silence.

Angela You had it there in your hand.
Lucy thinks.

Lucy Ididn’t.

Angela Isaw it.

Lucy It’s on the floor.

Angela Because you dropped it on the floor.
Lucy Are you mad Angela?

Angela [ saw you drop it on the floor.

Lucy Are you mad?

Angela I came in and saw you drop it on the floor

Lucy No you didn’t. I'm making a cup of tea, would you like
one?

Angela Isaw you drop it.

Lucy No I'm sorry Angela you didn’t.
Angela [ saw you.

Lucy Have you got a cigarette?
Angela 1 saw you do it.

Lucy Cigarette?

Angela I saw you.
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Stlence.

Why are you lying to me?

Lucy Tasked youfora cigarette,
Angela Why are you lying to me?
Lucy Have you gota cigarette?

Angela Why are you telling me a bare-faced lie when you
know perfectly well what happened was that T came in here to
the kitchen to fetch my handbag, I saw you with my purse and
you dropped it on the floor?

Lucy You're notin Highbury Corner Magistrates’ Court
now.

Angela You're telling a bare-faced lie. I saw you.
Lucy Sorry Angela you didn’t.
Angela [ saw.

Lucy So steely. You really should have taken silk. You would
have gone far.

Angela You mean like you?

Silence.

Lucy Really this is so boring.

Angela I know what you are.

Silence,

We both know.

Lucy Have you gota cigareite or not?

Angela So why lie about something we both know has
happened?

Lucy Are you deaf as well as crazy?
Angela We both know the truth of what’s going on here.
Lucy Go away Angela.
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Angela So why did you tell me a bare-faced lLie?

Lucy You're not in charge any more.

Angela Why do you continue to tell me these bare-faced
lies?

Lucy You're the liar.

Angela My eyes did not lie.

Lucy Are you on drugs?

Angela And my breaking heart is not lying to me either.
Stlence.

Lucy Mum, Angela’s off of her tits!

Angela When are you going to leave?

Stlence.

Lucy When you get out of my face.

Angela I mean really it’s silly your flat sitting empty.
Lucy Mum’s lonely.

Stlence.

Angela She’s been doing perfectly well for the last six years.

Lucy Oh yeah forgot she doesn’t confide in you, because you
have no time to listen to her.

Silence.

Angela When are you going home?
Lucy Ican't.

Angela There’s no such thing as can’t.
Lucy Someone else is there.

Angela Well throw them out,

Lucy Ineed the money.

Angela Evidently.
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Sidence.

This is absurd. Wake up Lucy.

Lucy Can’t help you there sister.

Angela Wake up.

Lucy Iam awake.

Angela You know that’s not what I mean.

Locy I'm awake! I'm alive! Look! I'm alive you deaf cunt!
Silence.

Angela Why are you doing this to me?

Lucy Oh have I upset you sister?

Angela Angela will do.

Lucy Have I sister?

Angela My name is Angela thank you very mruch.
Silence.

Lncy Have I upset you sister?

Angela 1 told you Angela will do.

Lucy Iknow Angela will do, Angela, but you're my beloved
sister, sister,

Angela What are you doing with the rent from your flat?
Lucy I don’t know.

Angela Does Mum know what you're doing with the
money?

Lucy It’s my money.

Angela But as ] understand it mother dear has one hundred
thousand pounds equity in your flat. And if it is worth four

hundred thousand pounds, say, then she is entitled if not to
25 per cent of the monies, 25 per cent of the say.
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Lucy Please, Angela when you leave this house grab hold of
the first man you see and let him fuck you.

Angela Does she know?
Lucy Ask her yourself.
Angela Oh1Twill

Lucy You've lost it. You've gone and lost the plot at last! I
always knew you would! Mum Angela’s on drugs!

Angela And who exactly is living in your flat?

Lucy Idon’t know, ask mother. If she can remember. Have
you got that cigarette or not?

Angela takes a packet of cigarettes from her own pocket. She shows Lucy
She has one left and then puts it in her ovn mouth and lights it. Silence.

Lucy very calmly removes it from Angela’s lips and smokes it hers i

Lucy You know its been a complete disappointment to me
that my beloved older sister has always finally behaved in such
a childish way.

Silence.

Look I was only checking to see if Mummy had taken any
money from your purse. She hides my money all the time. As if
I’'m a child. And she tries to steal my Visa card as well!

Stlence,

She’s always saying to me she hasn’t got any money when I
need something,

Stlence.

Angela Really? I wonder why: Why do you think she’s hiding
your money Lucy?

Lucy Idon’t believe her do you?
Angela I don’t anything any more Lucylu.

Stlence.
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Lucy She’s lying
Angela What have I ever done to you?
Lucy Mummy’s a freak. She is a freak.

Angela What have I ever done to you? What could I have
ever done, would you tell me please Lucy?

Barbara enters with a gluss of red wine in her hand.
Barbara Was someone calling?

Angela Did you know Lucy has let off her flat?
Barbara Ash tray Lucy dear.

Angela Did you know?

Barbara Yes darling I let it off for her.
Angela And where is that money going?

Barbara When the leiting agent has taken his share and
Lucy’s accountant has kept a portion towards your sister’s tax
bill I suppose the rest plops into her bank account.

Angela And what do you think she is doing with that
money?

Barbara I expect she’s spending it.

Angela Isce.

Barbara She is 2 grown woman.

Angela Then what is she doing here?

Barbara It won’t be long before she’s feeling better and
gets back to work and popping here there and everywhere like
she used to. She is ill. Angela why are you always bossing me
around and telling me what to do?

Stlence.

Angela And what about the hundred thousand pounds she
owes you?
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Barbara She will repay the money when the flat is sold.
Whenever that is. Ashtray Lucy,

Angela And you believe that is what will happen now do
you?

Barbara YesIdo.

Angela The way things are turning out.

Barbara Lucy has given her word,

Angela Well quite frankly —

Barbara Why am I always treated like a child by you
Angela?

Angela I wonder. Is that the second glass or the second
bottle?

Silence.
Barbara Whatis a cynic? A man who knows the price of
everything and the value of nothing’

Angela Bravo Mother. If only your book of quotations held
me in the same thrall it did when I was doing my A-levels, Why
do you prefer her to me?

Barbara There’s never been any favouritism.
Lucy Give me a cuddle Angela.

Angela smiles and removes the wine glass from Baxbara and drinks.
Barbara calmly removes it from her daughter’s hand and drinks herself;
Lucy waiches eagerly.

Angela Why do you prefer her to me?
Barbara Idon’t

Angela Why do you prefer her to me?
Barbara 1don’.

Angela Why do you prefer her to me?
Barbara 1saidIdon’t.
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Angela Why do you prefer her to me?
Barbara Angela.

Angela Why do you prefer her to me?
Barbara Angela dear.

Angela Why do you prefer her to me?

Barbara You're so boring when you’re like this Angela. I do
wish you would go home,

Silence.
Lucy No stay Angela.
Angela Why?

Barbara Because Lucy is nice to me. Lucy doesn’t talk at
me.

Angela When she wants something,

Barbara If only you could see how you are towards me.
This isn’t about you Angela.

Angela And it never is, is it? I have never asked you for a
penny.

Barbara Perhaps you wish you had?

Angela Perhaps I do. You would have had to consider my
needs

Silence.
Barbara How much would you like?
Angela That’s not the point.

Barbara But I thought it was your point exactly? Perhaps
you would like your half now? I'm sure looking into the
coldness in your eyes, you wish me dead anyway.

Silence.
Angela 1don’t need your money.
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Barbara But it’s not about whar you need, it’s about what
you want and what you wish you had. Why, when you've had
all of life’s advantages, are you so full of anger?

Angela I actually feel incredibly calm now.

Barbara You only have to accept that you're a tough and
Lucy is delicate. You are different and you always have been,

Angela Well how wrong you are.
Silence.

If she were mine and she were under my roof I'd make her
wash. She smells. I'd make her wash her mouth out and hair
out with soap. I'd make her scrub her own dirty knickers and
scrub and scrub her teeth with her toothbrush untl her gums —

Barbara Well what a cruel mother you will make. If you
ever find a man that will have you.

Silence.

Angela It scems to me as someone who spends her whole life
trying to establish the facts in one miserable story or other, that
what is happening to her and what she is doing to you is quite
self-evident.

Barbara They are your facts not mine.

Angela As they always have been. And that is why this
family is screwed.

Stlence.
Barbara You pain me.

Angela What hackneyed neamess. One daughter who battles
with reality and another who flees from it.

Silence,

Barbara I must say I am hurt.

Angela Tintended to hurt you. As you did me.
Silence,
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Barbara I never would have expected such an adolescent

argument with a woman of thirty-six years of age.
Angela I won’t come back.

Barbara Then that is your decision.

Angela Twon't.

Barbara Don't threaten me.

Angela 1 assure you it’s not a threat,

Barbara Then you had better leave.

Lucy Don’t go Angela, it’s boring when you're not here.

Angela looks at Lacy for a very long time.
Barbara Goodbye Angela.

Angela Goodbye Lucy. Goodbye Mum.
She goes. Silence.
Lucy Where’s she gone?

Barbara Home. To her house.

T hree

Lucy is lying on the floor resting her head on a smart cushion.

She has a pint glass full of liquid which looks like apple or orange juice
nearby. There’s something else lying by too.

Barbara comes in. She has two Waitrose shoppring bags fill of groceries.
She looks at Lucy.

Barbara Lucy darling why don’t you lie on the sofa. It will
be much more comfortable, I'll fetch a blanket.

She spots something which siops her in her iracks. She puts down the
groceries and goes io where Laney is lying. As she kneels doun to pick up
the thing she has seen she absentmindedly knocks over the pint of liquid.

Barbara Oh no.

She picks up the object which has attracted her attention. It’s a hypodermic
needle and syringe. Luacy has been shooting up. Barbara screams.
Lucy begins to come round. Barbara begins io shake her and  freak; out.

Barbara What have you done Lucy? What have you done?
Lucy? Lucy!

Lucy Take your hands off of me. Now!

Barbara You promised me,

Lucy Don'tyell

Barbara Lucy!

Lucy Zac’s dead.

Barbara My God. Lucy.

Silence.

Who is dead?

Lucy My friend.

Barbara Idon’t know who you mean darling Who is dead?
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Lucy Zac.

Barbara Zac?

Lucy Yes.

Barbara Lucy have you been out?

Lucy I was upset.

Barbara What have you been doing Lucy?

Lucy Iwas upset Mummy.

Barbara You promised me you would never do this.
Lucy I'm sorry.

Barbara You promised me faithfully and I believed you.
Lucy I'msorry I'm bad.

Barbara Lucy there’s blood! What have you done?
Lucy It was a bit of an effort trying to do it on my own.

Barbara fights back tears. Wipes them away and then nadveriently
puts her hand in the spilt liquid. Something isn’t right. Baxbara smells
ker hand.

Barbara Darling what is this?
Lucy Ineeded a wee.
Silence.

Barbara You?

Lucy Ineeded a wee.
Stlence.

Barbara Okay.

Lucy I was upset.
Barbara Iknow darling.
Lucy Zac was my friend.
Barbara [know.
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Lucy He understood me,

Barbara I know he did.

Lucy He was my friend.

Barbara Iknow

Luacy Ihad to go out.

Barbara Darling where did you get the money?

Lucy I couldn’t find where you'd put my debit card and my
credit card.

Barbara Lucy, I had to cut them up. There are new ones
coming. You don’t need any money darling.

Lucy’s face contorts and then relaxes. Contorts and then relasas.
Lucy Ido.Ihad togo out.

Barbara Lucy what happened?

Lucy Imetaman in Clissold Park.

Luacy’s face contorts and then relaxes.

Barbara What did he do Lucy?

Lucy You know what he did Mummy.

This is too much for Barbara to bear. She furns away from Lucy full
of her owm inner agony. Silence,
Barbara stzels herself and goes to the groceries. She takes out some

mudti-surface cleaner and angrily pulls o spanking new tea towel from its
cardboard packaging. She looks at Lucy.

Lucy I'msorry.

Barbara I know darling

She goes to Lucy, and then gets down on her hands and knees and begins
cleaning up the spilt piss. She takes her time, as long as it takes. All her

anguish, pain and hurt is somehow manifest in the cleaning up of Lucy’s
Lrss. Silence.
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Barbara You must’t go out Lucy.
Lucy Iknow

Barbara You will get into trouble.
Lucy I'msorry.

Barbara People will find out. People will find out the truth.
And they mustn’t.

Lucy I think they will.
Barbara It will make it harder.
Lucy Iknow

Barbara It will only make it harder for you to go back to
work when you’re feeling better.

Luxey’s face contorts and then relaxes.

Barbara So you have to do what Mummy says.
Lucy I'm sorry Mummy.

Barbara What happened to Zac?

Lucy’s face contorts and then relaxes.

Barbara You don’t have to tell me if you don’t want to. You
can tell me later. When you’re feeling better.

Lucy He died in the hospital.

Barbara Did he?

Lucy The lady at the hospital rang me up.
Barbara Did she?

Lucy Yes she did.

Barbara What did she say?

Lucy She said my phone number was on a piece of paper in
his Oyster card,

Barbara And how did he die?
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Lucy You know how he died Mumimy.
Lucy'’s face contorts and then relaxes. Silence.

Barbara finishes cleaning up. She puts the tea towel in the pint glass.
She comes over and sits by Luey s feet. Barbara tries to lake Lucy’
Joot in her hands so she can rub it. But Lucy doesn’t ltke her feet being
touched and moves her foot. Barbara trics again and Lucy mouves her
Joot. Barbara tries again and Lucy gives in. Barbara massages
Lucy’ foot.

Barbara There was a drunk in Waitrose. A black man, Must
have been six foot tall. No shoes and a long green coat, which
looked like it must have been something, You know before.

The pockeis were torn. He fell into a little Jewish lady. And she
dropped all her groceries. I picked up the dates. The asparagus.
And we watched the security guards and the policemen

pull him away. He was screaming. Almost hysterically Lucy.
Foaming and drooling, I was formulating my anger into
something pithy. To raise a smile. But little old lady looked at
me. And I caught a whiff of something, Of her Jjudging me.
Intuitively judging me Lucylu. And she said, “There but for the
Grace of God go you and I. Smiled. Nodded rather formally
actually, and turned away. And picked up a packet of Quinoa.
Which she can’t have had any intention of buying, John
Bradford said it I think. “There but for the Grace of God gocs
John Bradford.” He was burned at the stake at Newgate prison.
1 shall have to check my book or it will annoy me.

Stlence.

I walked along Holloway Road in a blind fury. And must have
let half a dozen taxis go by before I focused on flagging one
down. How dare that little Jewess judge me like that? That

vagrant had nothing to do with me. He has nothing to do with
my life,

Silence.
And me in Waitrose and you in Clissold Park.
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Silence.

Lucy You need to give me moncy.
Barbara I know but darling -

Lucy It's no use trying to pull wool over my eyes.
Barbara Iknow darling but -

Lucy You don’t know what it’s like.
Stlence

Barbara I'm only trying to do my best.
Silence

Give me a cuddle Lucy,

Lucy sits right up. Allows Barbara to hold her

Lucy When I ask for money you have to give me money
otherwise. Otherwise. There are all manner of terrible things
which can happen. Zac would never let me inject, He'd never
let — he was so selfish. Fellow travellers. Smokers of opiutn.
Yeah right. You know if you’re going to do it, let’s fucking do it.
Bring it on. I'm glad the twit died. Injecting without telling me.
Liar.

Her face contorts and then relaxes.

Barbara What's it like?
Lucy What?

Barbara Ineed to know. I need to know: I can’t — Why-I,1
need to know.

Silence,

Lucy Imagine me inside your tummy again. It’s lovely. The
best cuddle of your life. Calm. Calmness. A snoring dog in a
new basket. Lovely. Under the blanket. Like when I was smali,

Stlence.
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T've needed something. For such a long time. And I never knew
what it was. Until today: I never once Mummy

Stlence.
Barbara
Stlence.

Lucy Everything else is background now. Tap and modern
and ballet, horse-riding and learning to play the flute. Theatre
school and singing lessons and learning to inhale cigarettes and
being fingered by boys with Coca-Cola breath. And auditions
and making tea and skits on the radio and producers with
wandering hands and wives. And being constantly perky and
sunny and cheeky and charming and blonde and rosy and
game. Constantly game. Let’s focking send a wrecking ball
through that one. Hey Mummy, Everyone knows that peaple
in terrible kids’ TV are the worst. Let’s cane it. Let’s smoke

it. Let’s chop it up and snort it. Cut it. Pass it on and skank
the clueless. Baking powder will do. And be ready to let a
snail crawl up your arm at nine in the morning with a bastard
behind the eyes. Be prepared. And now I'm at my mother’s
house.

Her face contorts and then relaxes,
Lucy I was almost famous. I almost made it.
Stlence.

Not any more Mummy; Everything is background. I know
what completeness is. I have seen the face of God. Speedball.

Go on.

Silence.

Barbara You must tel! me how much you want. You must
tell me when you need it. I will give you the money. Please
promise me you won’t go to Clissold Park again. Promise me,

Lucy On my life.
Silence.
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That’s all T wanted. .Nﬂeu%.

Stience.

Did I tell you? The accident and emergeny department of the Whittington Hospital,

Barbara Tell me what darling? Early howrs of the morning.

Lucy My friend. Luey is on a hospital trotley. A man, Pete, towers over her. With some
cheap flowers,

Barbara Yes?
Pete Really it was quite easy to come in.

Lucy Zac. Zacis dead.
Lucy I’'m sure.
Pete It was,
Lucy Obviously.
Pete Never been casier.
Lucy Tl come and find you later.
Pete But we need to sort things out,
Lucy Well how can I sort things out now?
Pete That’s not my problem,
Lucy Okay Pete.
Pete 1 think the security man is new.
Lucy Whatever.
Pete AndI think these helped.
Pete puts the flowers down on the trolley. Silence.
Lucy So what do you expect me to do?
Pete You look better.
Lucy 1Ihaven't got anything on me at all.
Pete I thought you were dead.
Lucy I don’t know what’s happened to my bag or my purse.
Pete Have they given you an injection?
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Lucy Yes in my bottom and it really fucking hurt.
Pete Was it Naloxone?

Lucy Idon’t know.

Pete I thought you were gone.

Lucy Then why didn’t you ring an ambulance?

Pete Why don’t I believe you when you say you don’t have
nothing on you? I think you skanked me Lucy.

Lucy Well if you hadn’t fucking run off and left me to die
then you would know where you were wouldn’t you?

Pete There were two more wraps.

Lucy Fuckoff,

Pete I went back there.

Lucy Just fuck off before I start to scream.

Pete produces a Stanley knife from his left pocket which he gestures with.
Pete I went back and there weren't no signs of nothing there.
Lucy Fuck off.

Pete 'The posh girl always got something. Dat much I know;
He slips his right hand under the cover of the sheet towards Lucy s groin.

Lucy Move your hand now or I will scream this whole fucker
down,

Pete ignores her and feels to see i she has hidden a wrap of heroin in her
vaging,

Pete If you think I will hesitate in cutting your face in half
then you must think again,

Satisfied nothing is there he removes his hand | from under the covers. He
smriles. Sniffs the scent on his  fingers.

Pete It’s along time since I sampled that sweet smell of pussy.

Lacy How dare you.
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Pete I mustsayInever thought of you dat way.
Lucy How dare you.

Pete But maybe we should get to know each other in a new
way.

Lucy I'd rather fuck a rabid dog then let you anywhere near
me you disgusting beast.

Stlence.

Pete Now two, is forty you owe me, Forty notes. Forty on the
nose.

Lucy I don’t know what happened to your gear. I was
unconscious at the time,

Pete You see I have always had a rule which has served me
well. Never believe a junkie,

Lucy How dare you call me a Jjunkie,
Pete You got it, I know you have.

Lucy 'This is ridiculous. All that’s happened is I OD'd and
you ran away and left me to die on my own and somewhere
and at some point you lost your gear,

Pete Don’t start back-chatting me.

Lucy And then you started to feel guilty about what you did.
Pete I ain’tgot nothing to feel bad about!

Lucy You started to feel guilty and you started to cluck.
Pete Shut up now!

Lucy And you didn’t have your gear and you wanted
someone to blame,

Pete threatens her with the fmife.
Pete Did you put it in your batty?
Lucy What?



36 The Knot of the Heart

Pete Did you hide my gear in your bottom? You heard me,
Lucy No Pete] didn’t,

Pete Roll over

Lucy No.

Pete 1 said roll over

Barbara enters, S, has a handbag over one gy, Pete puts the knife
back in his pocket so Barbara doesn’t sep 1

Barbara Hellg.

Barbara Thank you for coming to visit,

Pete No problem,

Barbara Blegs you, Lucy hasn’t got many friends,
Pete I know

Lucy Mummy before he goes could you give him the forty
pounds he says I owe him,

Stlence

Barbara Was i you?

Pete Whar?

Barbara Wasijt you that gave it to her?

Pete No.

Lucy Just give him the money and he’ll go away,

Barbara thinks and they puts her handbag on the bed, She takes out
her purse and fwo twenty-pound notes, She &oes to Pete and gives him the
money.

Pete Good.

Barbara slaps kim as hard gs she can around the face. Silence,
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Pete  You can have that one for free. Byt you touch me again
and I will shank you,

Pete brings out the Stanley knif.
Barbara Plegg. do your worst. Yoy will go to prison and

Pete You are Wacko Jacko,

Barbara She was Pronounced dead! I lost my husband
when she was only a baby and T won’t lose Lucy before her
time! Get oyt!

Pete You're freaking me oyt woman. I want more money.
Now!

Barbara Go away. Go on. Go away. Get out,
Lucy Do what my mother says or I will scream,
Pete thinks and buls arqy the Stanley knife and makes io go.

Pete Your daughter’s a whore who takes it up the Gary for
smack you old dried up bitch, T hope you die of cancer.

He goes. Luey closes her &yes. Her face contorts, Silence.
Barbara makes 1 &0 s Luey.
Lucy No.

Barbara returns 15 por bag She takes a little kip flask out and has o
quiick nip of brandy,

Lucy Can1have some?
Silence,

Lucy Are you okay?
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Barbara Yes. Are you? .
) Five
Lucy YesI think so. I love you Mummy.

Barb 11 Lucy.
arbara  Llove you Lucy. Barbara’s losge house in Islington, a few weeks later.

Angela and Barbara talk. The cordless house phone sils between
them. Barbara drinks red wine.

Angela I'm pleased you called.
Barbara It’s been hard.

Angela Yes it has been hard.

Barbara Yes.

Angela How arc you?

Barbara Not good.

Angela Well I'm here now.

Barbara Yes you are darling.

Angela T am pleased you called me.
Barbara Well yes.

Angela [ can’t think of the last time you asked me to come.
Barbara Well then we’re both pleased.
Angela Even before.

Barbara Before?

Angela Mother it’s been a vear.

Stlence
Barbara It hasnt?
Angela It has.

Barbara Well I can’t believe it’s been a year,
Angela I thought we really had fallen out this time.
Barbara Well how could you think tha?
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Angela I'm ashamed to admit it, but this time I couldn’t pick Angela Ilove you Mummy.

up the phone. Barbara [love you Angela. I regret very much the ugly

Barbara Why are you compelled to go over things? things I said the last time we spoke. T've hated us falling out.

Y are yo g8 g P g
Lucy’s easy. She likes simple things. I don’t always understand
you Angela. T can’t help it. I am so SOITY.

Angela walks into her mother’s arms and they embrace for some time.

Barbara Do you know why I called you Angela? Do you
Barbara Dardinglam your mother and you are my remember?

Angela But you did. I never thought you would but you did.
Barbara YesIdid.
Angela You phoned, you calied me.

n_w.smrﬁmh Angela Of course I do.

Silence Barbara Because you looked like an angel on my bosom.
Angela  Yes, I kow. Angela detaches herself from Barbara and walks away with her
Barbara Let’s not pick over the bones, arms folded,

Angela Okay, okay. Angela Where’s Lucy?

Barbara Good. Stlence.

Angela Do you have any idea what a hard time I've had? Barbara She’s not here.

Barbara No. Angela Has she gone out?

Angela Imetsomeone. Barbara I don’t know where she is.

Barbara Oh good. Angela 1 see.

Angela  And he left me. About two months 2go. Barbara TI've been in a frightful state.

Barbara Well I've rather put my foot in it. Angela Right.

Angela I can't tell you how it’s made me feel about myself. Barbara I daren’t take my eyes off of the phone.
Barbara Well you will soon find another. Angela Oh yes there it is.

Angela Mummy I had an ectopic pregnancy, Barbara In the last few months she’s been inclined to
She fights back tears. She won’t ery in front of her mother. Silence. wander off.

Barbara Iwish I had known, Angela Right.

Angela T'm sorry, Barbara Butshe always turns up. Like a bad penny.
Barbara Iwould have liked to have been able to support Angela P'm sure you don’t mean that.

you. Barbara Would you like a glass of wine?
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Angela No.

Silence.

How long has she been gone this time?
Barbara A fortnight.

Sifence.

I'm having all the red tops delivered and I can’t sleep because
P'm convinced she’s going to turn up on the front of the paper
in a gutter and it will come out and her life will be ruined.

Angela I wouldn’t worry about the tabloid press. They don’t
even know who she is and insofar as I'm aware she’s never slept
with a footballer.

Barbara Please don’t take that tone.

Silence.

Angela If you hadn’t rather over-egged the pudding with ‘an
angel on my bosom’ I might not have grasped so quickly how
shallow your motive in contacting me was.

Barbara No.

Angela  Still none of us ever has done subtlety well. T don’t
know why the working class get such a bad press. I find the
middle class infinitely crasser.

Barbara [ think you're being dreadfully unfair.
Angela AmI?

Barbara All I've been thinking is how have I managed to
lose both of my daughters.

Silence.

Angela You haven't lost us,
Barbara Haven't I?
Angela Lucy will turn up.
Barbara And you?

Five 43

Stlence.
Well your silence gives me the answer.
Angela There’s no such thing as unconditional love Mother.

Barbara Well you will know better if you ever have
children. Ignore me. I'm sorry: I can’t —

Angela What? Help yourself?

Barbara No.

Stlence,

I'will always love my daughters.

Angela Why do you love me?

Barbara Iam your mother.

Angela Yes but how do you love me?
Barbara WellIlove you.

Angela Yes but what is it about me? Me.

Barbara Angela you’re so wilful, how can one describe all
the emotions in the world?

Angela I'm not asking for them all.
Barbara Really you’re like a terrier with a bone.

Angela I'm not asking for all the reasons 'm only asking for
one. What is one thing that you love about me?

Barbara Why do you always require a reason?
Angela Because it’s the way I am,
Barbara Really.

Angela And because I would like to hear something apart
from the fact I am obviously cynical, wilful, 'm hard-nosed, a
tough, a cold woman with men and a bit frumpy.

Barbara Iwon’t argue with you now. Take off your coat
and I'll fetch you a glass of wine.
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Angela [ dop want a glass of wine,
Stlence,

Why is it you have never been able to love me?
Barbara | have done my best,

Angela You're not even engaged with reality. For God’s sake

3,

The phone line evidently goes dead,

Barbara [ycyt Lucy! . ,
fetch you! hcn%..w\ ucy! Lucy darling I'm here I’ coming to

N.ﬂ&fﬁ“ﬂ is helpless and dogsn’s Fnow what to do. She Lulps down the
e She has lefh. She looks at the emply wine glass and the Dhone receiver,

Angela Whays happened?

Barbara collapses, not u@&.&.@w but internally, g sory of internal

collapse leaving her whimpor like @ i :
8lass and phone off gﬂwﬁw @ &g animal. Angela takes the

Angela Where is she?
Barbara [ dopy know,

Angela The police will be no yse unless we know where she is,
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Barbara She didn’t say she was frightened and she was
screaming,

Angela I don’t know what I can do.

Silence.

Barbara She’s going to end up dead isn’t she?

Angela No Mum.

Barbara If not tonight another night.

Stlence.

My Lucy dead. No, no, no, never, never, never. Pull yourself
together.

She stifles a sob and slaps her own face.

Angela No.

Barbara We've got to do something. Tell me what to do
Angela. You were always the sensible one.

Angela [ don’t know what to do.

Barbara I know you hate me but [ am begging you to tell
me what to do,

Angela I don’t hate you Mumimy.
Barbara gets down on her knees to plead,

Barbara I know you hate me. I'm sorry I'm such a hopeless
mother but you must help me with Lucy.

She begins 1o repeatedly slap herself about her cheeks.

Angela Mum please.

Barbara [ can’t. You see I've run out. It's no wonder you
hate me.

Angela There’s nothing we can do.

Barbara There must be.

Angela What can we do?
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Barbara There must be something we can do.
Angela There’s nothing we can do,

Barbara py there must be,

Angela Only Lucy can help herself noy,
Barbara N

Angela It’s the truth.

Angela Yoy know in your heart in :
. your bones you've g
everything you can for her. S

Barbara No.

Barbara explodes,
Barbara ., helping her! I am Protecting her!
Silence,

Why has this happened (g 57 Things Ji i G
y has ! gs like this don’t hy t
families like gurs! Why? Teli me Angela why? prente

b..um@._n I don’t know Mum, T think T shoulq go. Itwas a
mistake to come, It wag silly of me to think things could pe any

Angela,

Angela My, you can’t expect me ¢, I
God this is awfigl, o © o drop Prenting I
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Barbara Angela darling,
Angela Oh God.
Barbara Angela darling,
Angela Muym Stop, get up.

Barbara Angela,

Angela tofes g deep breath and looks at her mother. She passes
Barbara the wine glass and Dhone back. And then takes aff her coat

which she puts over one arm. She helps her mother up.

Barbara Thank you darling, Bless you.
Angela Under the circumstances how could I possibly do

anything else?
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The accident and emergency department of the Whittington Hospital,
Early hours of the morning

Lucy Chop, chop.

Brian Very funny

Lucy Chop, chop I say my dear man,

Brian Right Lucy I'm £0ing to need to clean that up.
Lucy Well be sharp about it

W».mu-.n No one told me we had Lady Muck in tonight. It’s not
what it says on your notes pet.

Lucy Fucking pet fucking cunt fucking cheeky cunt.

Lucy looks at him and smiles very sweetly,

Lucy I'm sorry nurse. My hand hurts,

Brian Okay:

Brian goes 19 work cleaning up Lucy’s hand before ke stitehes A
Lucy Please be careful I'need to look after my hand.
Brian Don’t worry.

Lucy Thank you Mr Nurse,

Brian So how did you cut your hand?

Lucy Idon’t know,
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Brian I think someone said you had a fight.
Lucy Well that's a lie.

Brian So how did you do it?

Lucy Imust have fallen over.

Brian Where did you fall over then?

Lucy I can’t remember.

Brian Right.

Lucy Do you know who I am?

Brian No pet but I'm sure you're going to tell me,

Lucy Iam not exactly at liberty to say exactly but when you
find out about my television pedigree you'll regret treating me
like dirt.

Brian takes a step back from her and takes a good look at her,

Brian Well I can’t say I recognise you.

Lucy T've been poorly and taken some time off that's why,
Brian Is it you and that Amy Winehouse?

Lucy Idon’t think you would know my work as you don’t
look like the sort of person who might have children.

Brian loughs and shakes kis head.

Brian Right we’re going to put a stitch or two in and you
can get off home. Wherever that is.

Lucy Do I have to go tonight?
Brian Yes pet you do.

Lucy Please don't,

Brian Where do you Live?
Stlence.,

Right let’s get this done.
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He gives Lucy a local anesthetic.

Brian 1 once met a doctor who liked a bit of smack on the
side. He said he found shooting up very erotic. The injection
of hquid in to a body. Pulling back and the blood. Can’t see it
myself. My God he was a big man.,

He begins to stitch up Lacy’s hand. It stll hurts touch.

Brian You know I stitched up a chap last week who
claimed to be the grandson of Hermanp Goéring. Clatmed his
grandmother was some sort of servant at Berchtesgaden and
she had a bit of a —

He whistles.

With the fat Nazi just before the end of the war. Quite
convincing he were, Went on and on about how he’d tried to
contact his aunt who was Goring’s only daughter or summat.
Reckoned he’d been to Munich and South Africa in search
of her. He liked a bit of smack as well this homeless chap
did. Told me he’d taken jt up so he could commune with his
grandfather who'd been addicted himself. Shot in the groin he
was in the beer hall putsch. Had too much morphine for his
pain. Same thing with one of our other regulars. Ex-Russian
soldier wounded in Chechnia. Homeless as well. Same thing.
Memory of an elephant I've got. Never forget a face. Never
forget a fact. Available for Pub quizzes on Tuesdays and

Lucy Iknow what you're trying to do and P'm afraid you
don’t know what you’re tatking about.

Brian Soif you're a TV presenter how come you're sleeping
rough?

The local anaesthetic is wearing off and Lucy Jelps with pain as
Brian finishes up.

Brian I'm sorry did I catch you?
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He caiches her good hand very gently in a gesture of kindness. He lets go.
Lucy Y'm not sleeping rough I'm staying with friends.

Brian Fine okay fine whatever you say there’s no flies on me.
Lucy I’m staying with friends okay.

Brian Okay

Lucy I'm staying with friends. I've millions of friends.
Millions of them. More than you will ever have.

Brian What is it love?
He looks at her. Lacy takes his hand and then withdraws it after a few
moments.

Brian Lucy?

Lucy offers her hand back. Brian is wary of taking il.
Brian Lucy? What happened to you pet?
Lucy shakes her head.

Brian Can you not go home? Have you had a falling out at
home?

Lucy No.

Brian Why don’t you go back then?
Lucy?®s face contorts and then relaxes.

Lucy Please hold my hand.

Brian holds her good hand uneasily
Brian Go on love spit it out.

Lucy Iam going to be famous. I am.
Brian What is it?

Lucy 1was on the television. T was.

Brian Lucy
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Lucy It was on CBBC and it was called the Animal House and
everyone said 1t was going to be a winner and I've seen that
bitch they’ve put on there instead of me and she’s not 5 patch

on me
Har face contorts and then relaxes,

Brian Did someone attack you?
Lucy Ilove the animals,
Brian Does someone want to harm you?

Lucy 1love them. The birds, the bees, the snails. Tlove them,
You're a kind man,

Brian ]t’s my job to be kind.

Lucy looks ot him, Silence,

Lucy Ithink Pmjn 4 bit of a spot.

Brian Goop,

Lucy I think Pm i a bit of a pickle.

Brian Go, go for it, go on I'm listening. ’'m here,

.HM“Q &rips Brian'’s hand gng whispers in his ear. Hy looks at her. She
nods.

Luacy begins ¢ ery but holds herself in. She thinks. Jumps ofF of the beg.
Lucy Pm going. I've had enough of thjs,

Brian No dop’; — let me make 5 phone call first.

Lucy You cant keep me here!

Ske begins t5 rage.

Lucy Do you think you can jock me up like my mother? Dy
you? Do you? D you? Well you can’y!

Brian [ye, phone number T can ring if' you wili Just—
Lucy Just what?
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Brian Just stop for a moment pet and think about what you
Just whispered in my ear. I'd like to help you,

Lucy Idon’t need your fucking help! T don’ need anyone!
P'm fine! P'm fine! Fuck off with your help!

Stlenge,
Brian changes pis posture as §if to show she is Jree to leave, Lucy panics.

Lucy Please help me, please help me I’ve ruined my life,
what have I done, what have I done? Please help me,

Brian goes io her ang conmforis her.

Lucy Help me, I need help. I can’t stand jt any more. I want
to die. I'd rather die than be locked in this circle of hell any
more. I can’t do it I can’t do jt.

Brian 1 know; I know,

Lucy Help me Mr N urse.

Brian There, there,

At this phrase Lucy pulls away from Brian,
Brian Lucy what is i?

Lucy shakes her head. Silence,

Brian Wil you be okay for a minute while I pop out and call
Someone down to see you?

Lucy No.

Brian [ peed 1o pop out.

Lucy You said you would help me?
Brian And I will.

Lucy Please help me.

Brian I wil

Lucy Help me,
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Brian I wili I promise you Ill get someone down and when
they've examined you I'm going to give you a number you can
ring and they’ll do what they can,

Lucy It’s not the police is it, I can’t have any scandals.
Brian No.

Lucy Help me Mr Nurse,

Brian Lucy you told me you've been raped.

Lucy nods, Silence.

She has a_full-on banic atiack. She trigs to breathe and then begins to Zet
conirol of herself:

Brian Easy Good girl. That’s it deep breaths. Deep breaths,
Now Lucy pet you’re not going to disappear on me are you
when I pop out?

Lucy shakes her head,

Brian Are you one hundred per cent certain that you’re
going to pop your self back on that bed and take some nice
deep breaths and chill your boots for me.

Lucy nods,
Brian Good.

Lucy Tlldo everything you tell me, I can’t stand it any more
Icant,

Ske wanis to cry but holds herself in. Silence,

Lucy Iwantto change my life. I want to so badly. Please,
Brian nods. Lucy caims right down. Silence.

Brian Ill do what I can,

Lucy Thank you. Thank you.

Brian I'm only doing what my mother always taught me to
do best. To be interfering and nosey,

Six 55

He smiles. Lacy laughs and then smiles a beauttful smile before clouding
over ageain.

Lucy Mr Nurse please tell me the number you're talking
about, who is it?

Brian It’s Brian.

Lucy Brian please.

Brian We've the number of a crisis mtervention team,
They’ll do what they can if they can and give you a bed if
they’ve space.

Lucy If? No, no, no. No.

Brian Yes pet. If. If they can do it and you can do it.



Lucy wastes kerself in the basin, then brushes ey haar and looks 4y the
mirror. Ske looks ang Jeels better. Silenge

Marina, g gy, worker, enters,

Marina Lucy?

Lucy Yes?

Marina Didn’t yoy fancy any breakfast?

Lucy No.

Marina Lucy you neeq to get your strength yp,

Lucy ] coulg smell the fried food from here ang it made me
want to vomit,

Lucy Andno doubt horriple white bread,

Marina vou7. undernourished ang you need three good
meals a day while you'’re here,

Lucy The methadone’s made me feel sick, Tt disgusting, jt’s
like Nightnyrse,

Marina Lucy,

Lucy And are You sure this room js 4] you have? If yoy caj]
My mother 'm syre she will pay for the best room,

Maring Laucy there are only thirty rooms here, Serving all
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Stlence,

Marina Lucy you made an agreement when we admityed
you last night to stick by the rules and boundaries we've got,
They’re for everyone’s benefit Including you.

Lucy What, eating a cooked hreakfugt?

Marina vou heed to make syre You go to breakfast. And see
everyone Lucy,

Lucy Idon’t want to be with all those people.
Marina Why what’s wrong with them?

Lucy They’re all men and the other two women are crack
whores. I think I'd rather Stay in my cell,

Lucy Pl thank you if you’re finished,
Mavrina Your first group is at ten o’clock Lucy,
Lucy How interesting,

Marina Lucy you made an agreement to attend groups.
Didn’t yoy Lucy?

Lucy And do wharp

Lucy Todo whar

Marina Getip touch with whe you really are, Ag opposed to
the person you think you are and who you think you should be,
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Lucy O pleage,

Locy I'm sorry but I am not one of those people.
Silence,
Marina Dot put your energy elsewhere Lucy.

Lucy Oh don’t worry I've no intention of uttin
1
elsewhere. PRg my cnergy

Marina ] inow how hard it 5.

Lucy Idoubt that very much,

Stlence,

Marina Afl 50145 of people share your experiences Lucy,
Lucy I'mme. I'm my own person.

Silence,

And I must be the biggest freak in the world.

Marina You're not.

Lucy 1 thinkJ must be to end up here,

Stlence,

w_.a“mibb You're not, Look at me. Mad as a box of frogs I
ow.

Lucy I've never been so ashamed in my Life, I think I'd rather

Marina Youre alive Lucy.
Luey | think7 really would rather be dead and buried,

Marina We g make bad chojces Lucy. Because we’re
human. We're a) i the same boat,

A
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Stlence,
Where are you Lucy?

Lucy Right now 'mina crummy room in a crisis centre
about half a mile from where T —

She wanis to cry but she st0ps herself:
Grew up.

Marina You're safe here,
Lucy AmI?

Marina You are.

Lucy AmJI?

Marina Yes you are,

Silence,

Luacy Iam so ashamed, I’ like a veil, 2 mist, a fog, a thick
fog, a putrid sticky fog that’s in my eyes and my ears and my
mouth and my nose and every pore of my body and my feet
and all over my hands and in my heart and it will never go
away never. Please don’t make me go out.

Stlence,
Marina And why are you here Lucy?

Lucy Because my life has become chaotic and out of control
and I have been attacked and -

Stlence,

And I think my life may now be in danger and other people
mmust agree with me because I am here, Taking a vahable bed.
And I had everything [ wanted,

She wants to cry but holds herself in.

Lacy You wont tell anyone who I am will you? You won’t
tell my mother will you?

Marina Lucy why are you here?
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Lucy So071can detox so I don’t die,
Marina Why are you herep

Lucy 1don’t know why because all T want to do is die. I think

it would be better for everyone concerned,
Stlence.

Marina You don’t mean that.

Lucy 1do.Tdo,

Stlence,

Ireally do. What's the point of me being in this world? Why
should I live and breathe when I'm of 10 use to anyone and
Pm no more than a never-ending source of danger and utter,

She wipes some tegrs atway and then gets herself together.

Lucy Only one bad thing has ever happened in my life
until I started smoking heroin. T've only been clean a day and

cven remember that, there’s not been one bad thing that has
happened to me thas I can think of thats why. That’s why. So
it must only he me I'm obviously a born fuck-up, Did 1 grow

She sings. She’s ¢ blinding singer. Its too much. She bursts into toqrs,
Silence apart from the soung of her crying

Marina gives fr tssue. Lucy wipes her eyes and pulls herself
logether. Stlence,
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Lucy Ican'tgoioa group. What will they think of me?
Marina Everyone feels Jike you.

Lucy But how can they when I've had so much and they've
had nothing?

Marina It’s not Jike that.

Lucy Idon’t think I can do it.
Marina Why are you here Lucy?
Lucy blows her nose ang thinks,

Marina Why did you ring the number afier the hospital
gave it to you Lucy? Why did you ring us Lucy?

Lucy Because.
Marina Because what?
Lucy Becaugse.

Marina Becayse You want to get better, You've spoken to
me last night,

Lucy But you're different.
Marina You've spoken to me Lucy,
Lucy It’s different there’s only one of you.

Marina Iknow what you do for a living. You could stand n
front of a camera and talk to thousands, millions, if someone

Lucy Of children. And I only lasted three episodes before I
fucked that one up.

Marina Youanda dozen others is nothing for you Lucy.
Nothing

Lucy I can’tleave this room.

Marina You can, You’re amongst friends and fellow
travellers here,
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Lucy Fellow travellers, Smokers of opium,
She smiles and thinks.

Marina  You can do it,

Lucy IfI'm compelled to,

Marina Not for me. For you. You can do it. You can do jt
for you. Everything else is background now; It’s all static,

Lucy loks o Marina, directly,

Marina Thijs s about you doing all the things you need tq
do to get yourself better. Not what other People want. What
You want. What you need, Where you need to put your energy
to go where you need to go.

Silence,

Marina I e outside for a few minygeg and we can go up
to the group room together if you like, Iy introduce you to
everyone. You can do it. Yoy have to do it, [ know you can,

Marina Becayge Ive seen a thousand girls Jike you in my
time here, Feeling like the world 18 coming to an end. And
it’s hard but - Byt when they've the determination to effect a
change in their Jife and go for it they do Lucy,

Stlence,
I'll be outside.
She nods and £oes. Stlence,

Lucy spends as mugt; i thinking about her decisio as is conceivaply
Possible, takes g deep breath and walks out of the room,

Interpal.

i — e e g e

L3

Barbara yg; nervously on one of them. Shy checks her wateh, Silence,

Lucy enters Cartying a sports bag. She is accompanied by Marina i,
has a_folder under her arm. Barbara stands,

Lucy Hi Mum

Barbara Yoy, look well,

Lucy Thanks

Marina Who o you in?

Barbara A young man,

Marina wey you shouldn’t be in here.

Barbara It hag started to rain. What do you expect me tg
do? Stand on the Street?

Silence,
You look well Lucy.
Lucy Thank you.

Marina Yo, know she’ Put on nearly a stone since she’s
been here,

Barbara Haye you?

Lucy 1wasabit skinny,

Barbara | made a spaghetr] bolognese. Its on the hoh.
Lucy Great

Barbara Apd in case you didn’t fancy that there’s macaroni
cheese. I made thar as well,
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Lucy Idon’t mind,

Barbara And] thought you might be hungry so I brought
some sandwiches. Cheese and Jam. And some Crisps as well,

She rifles around in hey bag for the sandwiches which she brings out in q
luppenware hox.

Lucy Ihad breakfast,

Barbara Oh what did you have, I Suppose the food’s not up
to much is it?

Lucy Mummy that’s pretty rude.
Silence.
It’s great.

Marina  We don’t have a fantastic budget but our chef Gaz
works some miracles and we're all convinced its only a2 matter
of time before he’s on the box on Masterchef

Barbara Look] brought Mr Dog.

She puts the sanduwiches back in her bag and Jeiches out an old batiered soft
oy of @ Labrador dog.

Barbara Look Mr Dog Mr Dog Lucy.

She gingerly advances towards Lacy with the 501t toy. Luxey doesn’s
want if.

Marina Barbara I'm not sure —

Luey takes it and looks a 4 Barbara enbroces Lucy.

Marina Barbara.

Barbara Sorry, sorry.

She backs away,

Lucy It okay.

She goes to her mum and &ives her the hug she wans. Barbara wipes
her eyes.

e

Barhaya Look at you,

Privately for ten mimutes don’t you? I'll get someone to fetch
down a coffee for your mum,

Barbara why about?

Lucy N,

Silence,

Marina Why i, it Lucy?

Lucy We can talk here.

Barbara Why about?

Locy Idont know what happens nex;.

Barbara Dgp You want to come home?

Stlence,

She doesn’t want to come home,

Silence,

Lucy Noi do.

Barbara 7 love you Lucy.

Lucy [love you Mummy. I do wapns o come home,
Marina Lucy’s doing great. She’s been a star,
Barbara Spe always been a sar you don’t need to te]] me

that,

Marina By Cvery step takes grear Courage and strength,
Silence.

Barbara Angela’s coming round at the weekend.

Lucy Isshep
Barbara That will be nice won’t it?
Lucy Yes.
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Marina Is Angela your older sister?
Lucy Yes.

Marina Would you like to see her?

Luecy Idon’t know,

Silence.

Barbasra Things are better.

Lucy Are they?

Barbara | contacted Angela,

Lucy Did you?

Barbara FPye tried to make things up to her Lucy.
Lucy Have you?

Barbara 1 apologised with all my heart.

Silence,

Lucy What did you say to her?

Barbara 7 gid SOrTY.

Lucy What for?

Barbara Well ] saig sorry for ~ You know. 1 said sorry.
Lacy What fore

Barbara glunces o Marina. Sileng,.

Marina Look I fee] — This is an Inappropriate situation for
me to be in,

Lucy T want you to stay,
Silence,
Barbara [ feel uncomforiable, I -

Lucy I think it would be better if stopped tonight and
Mummy can come and collect me tomorrow morning,
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Marina vy have stayed for the maximuym Period already
Lucy.
Lucy Yes, Mummy can come back in the morning,

Maring Lucy, we’re already admitting 5 girl upstairs in your
place,

Lucy Well you can’t,

Stlence,

Barbara Lucy you shouid S€€ your room,
Lucy Iwanty stay here,

lovely. Not at aj) girly-girly like your old things, You’re 5 grown
woman now. Lucy, we've taxi booked,

Lucy Mavent you brought the car up?
Barbara | didn’t know where T woylq park,
Lucy Why didn’; you drive?

Barbara A taxi’s easier,

Lucy Why didnt you drive?

Barbara Because I didn want to drive,
Silence,

you before,
Silence,

Lucy Idonkt want to go home,

Marina pp, afraid I have to get on as wel],
Lucy If I go home T -

Stlence,
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Marina You need to Put your energy into what’s next, not
what came before Lucy. None of jt matters any more.

Barbara T%e done my homework Lucy.
Lucy Mummy I can deaj with whatever I need 1o deal with,

Barbara And you will have my Support. I would like to tei]
the lady here. Or they will think [ am 2 poor mother,

Stlence.
Lucy You're nota poor mother,

Barbara [ feel Jike 4 poor mother: | fee] like the worst
mother in the world,

Marina You're not chuck.

Barbara Wel] it very hard to believe at the moment. After
everything,

She wanis to cry but holds kerself in,

Marina 14 recommend you doing FA,

Silence,

Barbara How dare you speak to me like that. How dare she.

Marina I'ny sorry I think you've got the wrong end of the
stick.

Barbara Hoyw dare she say that, who are these people Lucy?

Lucy She didn’t mean fuck all mother. It Families
Anonymous,

Marina Itsap organisation called Familjes Anonymous,
There’s CoDA as well,

Barbara Whyjg that?
Lucy Its Co-Dependents Anonymous,
Silence.

and nursed and hourished and brought up has - had the kind
of problemg Lucy has, You need support,

Barbara That’s quite enough. T won’t speak about my
family and privage life in this way.

Lucy Mother
Marina [ook7_

Barbara 7 won't. I have come 1o fetch my daughter home
and that is all we peed to discuss,

Silence,

Lucy Yeswe could,

Barbara Apg I've booked for the two of us angd Angela to
have a weekengd away;

Lucy The three of us? Together.

Barbara A, health spa. In Hampshire, Ip, Brockenhuyrst.
In the New Forest. Its not to far from moﬁrmaﬂunon. Ir

of Wight. ’ve always wanted to 80 to Osborne Hoyge, of
course Queen Victoria died there, ‘We are not amused.’
>E\.€.m< I EH”..:W it will do us al good. To be away together ag

rather we went together then I'm syre Angela won’t mind us
going on our own,
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Lucy No.

Marina Sounds great. I wish someone would take me to
Blackpool.

She laughs. Lacy looks at Barbara.

Lucy Thank you Mummy. That would be lovely. The three
of us.

Marina Well how lovely.

Barbara Honestly darling I will speak to Angela if you don’t
want her there,

Lucy No, I'dlike her to be there.

Barbara Whatever you want.

Silence.

Lucy Wil you be honest?

Barbara About what?

Lucy 1don’t know.

Barbara Darling you know there are no secrets between us.
Silence.

Lucy [ suppose we ought be going home?
Marina Yes I think it’s time to say goodbye.
Lucy Goodbye Marina.

Marina Goodbye. You can be very proud of everything
you've achieved here.

Lucy It doesn’t feel like three weeks.

Marina Everyone says that.

Lucy It feels like a lifetime.

Silence.

Barbara Thank you for helping my daughter.
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Marina We do what WE can,

Barbara Imeanit mmsnm:w:\.

Marina Iknow you do. Here before you go. Did you hear
the one about the morbidly obese junkie?

Barbara glances at Laxcy uncertainiy.

gﬁn.mu._m When he fell over he tried to smoke the crack he
made in the pavement,

She laughs.
Marina Oh don’t get me started we'll be here all day.
Lucy laughs and gives Marina, a fittle wave.

Marina I hope you won't be offended when I say I hope I
NEVET see you again.

Lucy Don’t worry Marina, Pm never coming back.
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Laucy sits opposite Dr Harris in is r00m . the drug treatment centre
at a large North London hospital, There is a bed where Datients can be
examined in the room.

Dr Harris fas o questonnaire resting on the inch-thick  yellow folder
contatning Laxey’s notes. He has a ben ready to write. He takes notes
through the consultation.

Lucy Where’s Dr Burden-Rogers?

Dr Harris I'm afraid Dy Burden-Rogers is away. I'm Dr
Harris, Dr Burden-Rogers’ SHO,

Lucy Isheon holiday?

Dr Harris He’sata conference in Malta, Anyway, shall we
begin?

Lucy stands up and gathers her bag as if to leage.

Lucy I'll wait until he comes back.

Dr Harris Now we've not met before I know, but why don’t
you sit down and tell me a little bit about yourself?

Lucy If you want to know about me why don’t you read my
fucking notes.

Silence.

Dr Harris 1 have read Yyour notes Lucy. You're doing
remarkably well. It would be great to hear where you're at. In
your own words. I think it’s important don’t you?

Lucy I'm on methadone,

Dr Harris How much?

Lucy Seventy milligrams,

Dr Harris How often do you pick up?

Lucy Once a week.
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Dr Harris How do you feel aboyt that?
Lucy Okay
Dr Harris That's great.

H”-n% I used to be on supervised consumption but now 1 just
pick up once a week.

Dr Harris Now you’re twenty-nine and you're single is that
correct?

Lucy Yesitis. Thanks for the little reminder.
Silence,

Dr Harris And where do you live?

Lucy With my mother in Islington,
DrHarris And no children?

Lucy No. No children.

Silence.

Dr Harris And do you use anything on top of the
methadone?

Lucy No.

Dr Harris No alcohg] or cannabis? Do you smoke?
Lucy Yes.

Dr Harris How many per day would you say you smoke?
Lucy Idon’ keep count.

Dr Harris Ten? A smal] pack?

Lucy I didn’t realise I'was here because of my self-
destructive relationship with My Marlboro Light,

Dr Harris Any crack? Or heroin on top? Perhaps for a
treat.

Lucy Nothing for ages.
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Dr Harris Ages?
Lucy Maybe once a month,

Dr Harris Do you inject?

Lucy No. Listen Dr Twat why don’t you read my notes?

DrHarris Iknow it’s a bit tedious Lucy but you've been
through a review before and you know the form. We need a
thorough interview. Now if I can recall, you haven’t injected
for approximately a year is that correct?

Lucy Yes.

Dr Harris And you have a little on top as a treat once
monthly

Lucy 1Itsnota treat.

Dr Harris  Yes?

Lucy It’s more like a visceral whole body yearning for
something exciting in my excruciatingly boring new life. My
daily treat is now Loose Whmen and I never thought I'd say that
about that bunch of third-rate harridans,

Dr Harris laughs. Silence.

Dr Harris So you smoke it off of foil?

Lucy YesIdo.
Dr Harris How do you pay for it?
Stlence.

Lucy Idon*. My mother pays for it.
Dr Harris And where do you get it?

Lucy My mother meets my dealer in a little cafe on Upper
Street. And you know she sometimes buys him a cake,
Apparently he’s fond of meringues.

Silence.
Dr Harris And how’s your health in general?
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Lucy Okay. I think,

Un. Harris And how are Yyou getting on with the interferon
Injections?

Lucy Glad it’s over that’s for syre,

Dr Harris O} you've finished the treatment?

Lucy Yeah, six months of the evil fucker,

Dr Harris And the hepatitis C?

Lucy It’s cured, I've got one more blood test. But it’s gone. I
know it’s gone,

She smiles. Sp does Dr Harris,

Dr Harrig Why don’t you sit down? I assure you while you
may think I'm a twat Pm actually quite a nice bloke,

Lucy Tl be the Judge of that,

Dr Harris smils, Lucy thinks and then goes back to her chai,
Lucy You're okay. I can see you’re okay.

Dr Harris Thank you,

He smiles.

Lucy That’s okay,

Dr Harris S0 hoyw are you feeling aboyt your treatment?
Where are you hoping to get to next Lucy?

Luacy thinks. She i very serigus,

Lucy Iwantto get my methadone script cut down. T want to
come off it as soon as I cap I'want to get back to work. I want



76 The Knot of the Heart

Stlence.

Do you know how much the little children adore the Anémal
Show? Do you? They won’t understand why I've gone, And T
miss them.

Stlence.

Dr Harris Yes. I can see how much this means. And you
say your mother buys the heroin when you have a little bit as a
treat?

Lucy And? She doesn’t want me getting mixed up with
dealers any more. What's wrong with that? It makes sense for
her and it works for me. I don’t want to mix with them either.

Stlence.

Dr Harris And the last proper relapse was six months ago?
Lucy Moreof a lapse I'd say. Not a relapse. I didn’t inject.
Stlence.

Dr Harris Lucy we don’t want to run before we can walk
and

Lucy Have you read my notes? Really? I am tired of this life.

I am tired of getting clean, lapsing, getting clean, relapsing,
getting clean and relapsing. I am on the road. And I am not
going back. I am never going back. I want to detox completely.
Silence,

Dr Harris Well we can’t force you to do anything. This is
about you.

Lucy Ineedto get back to work. I need to Pay my own way
and get back in to my flat. I need to get my life back. I know I
do.

Silence.

Dr Harris And what is your relationship with your former
employers?
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Lucy They said once I sorted myself out we could have a
conversation aboyt coming back,

Dr Harris And how likely do you think it is they wil]
honour that understanding?

Dr Harris makes some notes, Silence,

Lucy You know an important Staging post in my sexual
development was an adolescent fantasy I had of being fucked
over a desk by a doctor in z white coat,

Dr Harris lpoks up alarmed,

Lucy Joke. joke.

Dr Harris laughs exceedingly nervously and dives back intp his noles.
Dr Harris You sajd Yyou were living with your mother?
Lucy Yes.

Dr. Harris And there’s no one else there?

Lucy No.

Dr Harris And does she work?

Lucy She’s got savings,

Dr Harris So you live off your mother’s savings?

Lucy 1don’t wantto talk about my mother any more today.
Dr Harris And where is your father?

Lucy He's dead.

Dr Harris How dig he die?

Lucy Idon’t want to talk about my mother and my father,
Dr Harris Do you have any siblings?
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Lucy Thave sister Angela and she’s a solicitor and that’s
about it.

Ske stands,

Dr Harris | Just want to understand if there’s anything in
the family that might be of relevance, Any Predisposition,

Lucy What o being a junkie and , mql«.&.,u

B mﬂﬂﬂm If you want to put it hike that,
Lucy smiles,

Dr Harris 5, there’s no history of any prescription drugs,
Alcohol. Anything like that in the family?

Lucy thinks, smifgs.

Dr Harris 1 can see you share a sense of humoyyr with
Dr Burden-Rogers,

Lucy Yes he doesn't hide behind his Questionnaire as much
as you.

She smiles.

Dr Harris  You're aggressive. Angry, Why is that?
Lucy You're the psychiatrist. You tell me.

Stlence.

I like Dr Burden-Rogers. He gives me the horn,

She smiles. Silence.

Dr Harris Now ] noticed in your lagt medical review there
were multiple deliberate seif-harming events,

Lucy bursts ouy laughing,
Lucy Goon say that again,

Lucy Thatijs S0 Q@wkﬁ&s&

Dr Harris 'm glad to be 3 Source of sych amusement
Lacy Yoy are

Dr Harris Are you still cutting?

Lucy You really should lighten up,

Dr Harris cheks 1 questionnasre. Silence,

Dr Harris Nothing crimina]. No. Well Suppose — Ahem,
Lucy No. Nothing for ages,

Dr Harris Yo look well,

Lucy Why thank you kind sir,

Dr Harris Yoy seem pretty together,

Lucy Ifeel more like myself,

Stlence.

Lucy About five, Maybe five and 2 half

Dr Harris  Wej| that’s a first, a client using a half point.
Dr Harris laughs, Silenge.

Lucy Groovy.

DrHarris Apg would you say you've fely better or worse
than five point five i the last month say?

Lucy Worse,
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Dr Harris And how many out of ten would you say?
Lucy One.

Dr Harris QOpe?

Lucy Point five,

Dr Harris  And woulq say you felt life —

Lucy Wasn't worth living? Yes I would, But one must have
hope wouldn’t you say Dr Harris?

DrHarris Yes] would.

Lucy That’s my point five.

Stlence,

Dr Harris s anything worrying you?

Lucy Ineedto get back to work, You know my career, It’s
the most important thing

Dr Harris Yes] understand. Any anxiety? Panic attacks?
Lucy Yes.

Dr Harris How often would you say?

Lucy Maybe once a fortnight.

Dr Harris Good. Do you ever have any thoughts you can’t
get out of your head or do you ever worry about anything,
which actually if' you looked at the facts, you might not be so
worried about? Do you understand what I mean?

Lucy Welcome to my world.

She laughs. So does Dy Harris,

Dr Harris s there anything which recurs?
Lucy No.

Silence,

DrHarris Well, Lers get the nurse in and do the physical
examination and you can get off home to Loose Women,

Nine 8]

He realises he’s said the wrong thing and goes 1o the dogy and calls for the

ngrse,
Eileen,
He looks at Lucy.

Lucy Idon’t feel I'm going anywhere, I'm g bored.

Dr Harris [ think 1t’s vitally important we sustain the new
stability in your kife, Yoy have done so well Lucy.

Lucy blushes, She doesn’t knorw why.
DrHarris Haye] said something?
Lacy finds courage,

Dr Harris  Yesp

Lucy There was one thing.
DrHarris Go on

Dr Harris Touching you?

Lucy Nonotina dirty way. Or an abusive way. But she
insists on rubbing and massaging my feet. As if she were
Aladdin. As if she couig wish my illness away,

Silence.

ticklish as a child, You've no need to examine my feet, I’ve
never injected intg my feet. I couldn’t bear it. I once had a2
boyfriend who thought the height of erotic sophistication was
to lick my feet clean, In the end I burst 2 blood vessel in his eye
because I reacted reflexively. And kicked him the face.
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Dr Harris smiles,

Lucy Ii’'s my mother. When she touches my feet I feel so
intensely awkward I shut my eyes and [ almost go out of

my body I feel so uncomfortable. She thinks she’s induced

a healing trance which of course only encourages her. But

I imagine her eating me. The tendon. Lower tibia. A great
lump of calf muscle and the burst femoral vein hosing us both
down in arterial blood. I often think if my mother could she
would eat me. Eat me whole. So she could have me back in her
tummy again.

Dr Harris 1 see.
He hesitates, unsure whether fo make further note now,

Lucy These are the thoughts that come into my head

Dr Harris. And they simply won’t go away. I don’t think they
will. Not while I'm on drugs. And methadone is a drug Like
heroin is a drug, I need to be free of everything before I can get
mysel{ sane.

Dr Harris I don’t think you should go it alone.

Lucy Idor’t think Dr Burden-Rogers would agree with you
there Dr Harris, I really don’t. He knows me.

Dr Harris Idon’t think any doctor worth his salt would
endorse such a risky course of action.

Lucy thinks.

Lucy TIve made my mind up. And there’s nothing you could
say that would change my mind.

den

A room in the North London crisis intervention centre. There are three
Dplastic chairs.

Barbara stands and so dyes Lucy and Marina. There's tension
between them. Silence.

Lucy Pmnot coming home with you this time Mother.
Stlence.

Marina We have a lot of dealings with the hostel.
Barbara The hostel.

Lucy Idon’tknow why you have come.

Barbara Iam your mother,

Lucy Didn’t you read my letter?

Barbara Yesbutl thought I could give you a Lift.
Marina I know this is difficult Barbara,
Barbara Difficylt?

Stlence,

My dear 'm not sure there’s 2 word in the English language
which is adequate to describe what it’s been like in the last two
and a half years.

Silence.

Lucy You're driving?

Barbara Yes

Lucy Are you sure you should be driving?
Barbara Yes.

Lucy Mummy I think I need o try and stand on my own
two feet.
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Barbara On your own two feet?

Lucy Yes.

Stlence.

Barbara Why?

Lucy Ijustdo.

Barbara Buthow is going to live in a hostel going to help
you?

Marina Lucy’s care worker will be coming to collect her.
Barbara Her care worker?

Stlence,

1 don’t understand this, T know after your father died perhaps
I over-compensated with you. You never knew him in the
way Angela did. But I can’t see for the life of me what I have
done wrong. As a mother. Except to try and give you the most
magical childhood and Iove you and look after you,

Silence,

I dare say there’s not a girl in London who had a dressing-up
box to compare with yours,

Silence.
Lucy Iam very gratefil.

Barbara I can’t get over it. She was such a brilliant girl. You
should have heard the stories she came up with. Lucy and Mr
Dog on the bus up to the Heath. So funny and entertaining.
Off the wall and yet incredibly considerate and affectionate.
The cuddles we had. Actually until the last few years. I miss it
terribly. I miss you darling. I miss you so much,

Silence,

No matter how many times I go over and over this in my
mind I —
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Lucy And what about what I want?

Marina After Lucy tried to stop taking her methadone jt
was a significant relapse she had. A real setback for her. She
doesn’t want to g0 backwards like that again. I think Lucy feels
that coming home now is too much to deal with all at once
after relapsing and detoxing this time,

Barbara Iknow what Lucy feels, I have read her letter.
Silence.

How can a mother and mother’s love be too much?
Stlence.

Lucy if you 80 and live in a hostel how on earth are you going
to get back to work?

Lucy Iwill manage,

Barbara They won’t take you back. No one will have
you. How will you keep your clothes and make yourself
presentable? People will know,

Lucy loks gt Marina, Silence,
Locy I would like to come home, but I’m afraid.
Barbara Afraid of what? I'll do anything you want.

Lucy Idon’twant you to do anything I want. ] want you to
say no. I want you to say no.

Stlence,

Barbara Ihave only ever done what you have asked me to
do.

Lucy But Mother you have brought me drugs when I have
asked you to Pay for them and pick them up,

Stlence.
Barbara What would you do?
Stlence,
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Would you see your daughter. Your Precious daughter go onto
the streets and Prostitute herseif?

Silence,

Silence.
Please tell me Lucy what would you do?
Silence.

Would you rather your daughter have clean needles or wouid
you rather she contracted hepatitis C or HIV?

Lucy But Mummy you enable my habit.

Barbara [ woylq give anything, I woyld give my life if we
could only turn back the clock to the very first time [ caught
You and your friends smoking pot. ['ve gone over and over it in
my head. I thought she’s only thirteen, Her sister’s at university,

Ten 87

Lucy looks o Marina_ $ij,,,,

Marina Lucy’s decided what she wants 1o do. T know i must
be very painfyj.

Lucy Noj haven't,

Stlence.

Barbara Are You going to come homep

Silence,

Lucy  You must make a promige,

Barbara | would make 5 Promise in my oy blood.

Lucy You TSt never ever enahle my habit again, Ng matter
how much | beg, scream ang fight.

Barbara | won't,
Lucy And most wsﬁo:mbﬁ_w of all,
Silence,

Barbara v darling? Teli me. You can tel] me, You know
you can,

Silence,

Lucy You mug always say no, mmvnomm:% when I threatep
that 'm going to leave home,

Stlence,
Barbara nods her head ang then holds gy her arms,



Eleven

A quiet corner in 4 cafe on Upper Strest, Lslington. A table and two chairs,
@ pot of lea, milk jug and crockery for tuo,

Lucy stands as a man in o smart suit with a brigfease enters. This is
Andrew.

Lucy Are you Andrew?
Andrew YesIam. I'm sorry I'm a few minutes Jate,
Lucy Please. Sit down.

Andrew Great.

Lucy Ivea pot of tea. But would you like some coffec?
Andrew No tea’s fine, Thank you.

He sits down.

Lucy Thank you for coming over.

Andrew Oh it’s no trouble..

Lucy Idon’ like to stray too far from home at the moment,
Andrew Yes] hear you've been iI?

Lucy YesIhave But Pm much better now, Much more like
my old seif

Andrew fiddles around with his case which ke then leaves on. the table,
Lucy Shall T put it on the floor?

Andrew OhnoT hag my laptop bag stolen a few weeks ago
and I’'m a touch paranoid at the moment.

Lucy OhI’mso sorry to hear that,
Andrew Anyway thank you for meeting me,
Lucy Oh no the Pleasure is all mine,

Eleven g9

Andrew Yo, were rather hard to track down. [ understand
you’re not with YOUur agent any more;

Lacy Oh well there wasn’t any point. I wasn’t well, And
anyway she never did much for me and 'y forever getting calls
from people desperate 1o Tepresent me. God it can be such a
pain. 8o I haven’t heard of yoyr Company or your good self
before but | understand you’re Producing a show ang you're
looking for Someone to present ji2

Andrew We're interested in meeting people, Talking to
people.

that really made me laugh was I'd be i the gym on the crogs.
trainer in the morning. And you'd have Sky N ews, and Sky
Sports News, and BBC Breakfast, and MTV but youq have
a dozen men al watching yoy op CBBC.1 thought this girl is

going to go all the way. Daving, Dermot, Watch out. I did. [
still do.

Lucy laughs ang blushes a bit. Silence,
Lucy | really loved it. T migs 1.
Andrew Three years ago wasn’t jtp
Lucy Doesn’t time fly?

Andrew So ywhy exactly happenedp
Silence.

Lucy Well

Andrew [meaq obviously T know what was said publicly.
That you’d had some kind of breakdown. Anq there were all
sorts of rumours that you'd completely lost the plot and been
wandering around the streets. I mean, I know, Things get

exaggerated, And [ Suppose I need to know where I am, Before
We can take this discussiop any further,
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Lucy Right,

Andrew And there were other rumours that things had been
hushed up. At the BBC. That the Exec had decided to keep
somcthing quiet.

Lucy Right.

Andrew Television is. It’s 2 small world. And people talk.
And I feel I need to know the truth whatever it is. Because
those boys in the tabloid press can be such utter shits when they
get their teeth in to someone.

Stlence.
I'd love to work with you.
Lucy SowouldI

Andrew And what we've gOt is a great new format for a kids®
nature show. Lot of travel. Animal House can kiss their fucking
BAFTA goodbye.

Lucy It's a nature show?
Silence.
Andrew So Lucy? What gives?

Lucy You know I want to get back to work, It’s all I've ever
wanted.

Andrew We have to be honest with each other,
Lucy YesI can see that.

Andrew So we can defend your side of the story.
Lucy Yes.

Andrew Should it ever come out,

Lucy 1 don’t think it will, It’s been over three years.
Stlence.

Eleven 9]

Lucy And a0yway I've been doing this thing recently. In the
last few months, T, help me with my illness. And its all aboyt
honesty and mora] rigour really,

Andrew Right.

Lucy I've been going to NA,

Andrew  Sorry could You say that again?
Lucy Narcotics Anonymoys,

Andrew S0 you've had a problem with drugs?

Lucy Ves.

Silence.

Andrew I'm not judging you,
Lucy Thank you. It’s important.

me.ﬁ quiet obviously. And he promised me as soon as I was
feeling better I coulg call him and he’d make sure I was looked
after.

Andrew And this s the man who’s now in charge of
children’s television?

Lucy With me fronting your new show I wouldn’t have
thought you would have any problem getting it commissioned?
Would you?

Andrew can’t belipe by luck and laughs. Silence.
He studies her,

Lucy You haven't changed your mind have you? Because I
really need this,



Lucy Why? it js!

Andrew [ meap you can’t really ca]l j
an addiction,

an iliness can you? It's

Lucy [ thought you said you wouldn’t judge me?
Andrew i wasn’t judging yoy I didn’t say | wouldn’t

ever judge you.

Luey Look are we still having an interyiey for a job or is

something else happening here?

Andrew Yoy know it’s pretty hot to handle what you've just
told me. I mean the BBC hush Up a drug-taking children’s
TV Presenter, whq according to obviously trye rumours, wag

caught red-handed Ijecting heroin in her dressing room.

Lucy [ wag smoking it.

Andrew O well that makes all the difference,

Silence,

Come on you've got to admit 1t, it’s not a rea] illness,

Lucy No,
Andrew [y a make-believe illness,

Lucy What I've experienced is not make-believe,

Andrew Apart from the lemming as far a4 T know humans
are the only creatyres capable of self-destruction,

Lucy Lemmings don’t throw themselves off cliffs

mnrvﬂ.mﬂ% That’s a widespread miscop
Andrew Yoy Seem to know a Iot aboy
Lucy Welllhag, natore show on the
Silence,

tit,
television.

=
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Andrew Come on, it’s not 4 real iliness is jt? Getting off

of your face 10 try and block out all of life’s difficulties and
obstacles,

Lucy 1 didn’t take up all that Mmany resources, my mother
paid for private until — -

Andrew Upy) the money ran oyep

Hﬁnww,u._.éqowm not for alj the Support and treatmeny J have
had I would pe dead,

Andrew (up7 quote you on that?
Silence,

Lucy Who the fuck are yoy?

She stands,

Lucy Who the fucking Chrigt are you?
Andrew §j; down. I. Sit down, And I will explain.
Lucy Who the fuck are you?
Andrew Pleage Lucy,

Silence,

I do work in the media,

He stands

I work for 5 well-known Popular Sunday hewspaper. The news
desk had a ca]),

Stlence,
I'suggest you sit down. We’re nog after yoy,
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Lucy picks up her cup and throws tea over Andrew,
Andrew W) thank you very much,

Lucy The Pleasure was aJl mine. Yoy complete fucking
bastard,

Angela O} you need me?

Lucy Id Jike youto allow me to talk 1o you,
Angela We Lucy Iam ajl ears,

Stlence,

Lucy Youre drinking?

Angela Op for God’s sake please. If you can’t beat them join
them,

Lucy I-pm sorry,
Angela Soam dear,

Lucy Iknow you’re angry with me about everything, T want
to try.

Angela Iook let’s not mince words. What do You wang?
Silence.

Lucy I'minNA I've been doing okay. T want to say sorry
and make amends for what Pve done, It’s an mportant part of
it. Truly sister,

Stlence,
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there who don’t give a fig about God either, they want to get
their kids in good schools.

Silence.

It’s something to do on a Sunday. I like the walk to church, 1
like to sing, Loudly.
Silence.

I've been exploring quite a few things. Hinduism. Buddhism,
A number of other eastern traditions as well, You know in
Sanskrit there’s a Phrase Hridaya-grantti. It means the knot of
the heart. It’s meant something to me. The knot of the heart
must be broken. In order for self-knowledge. Enlightenment.
I've come to realise a heart is easier to break than a knot.

Angela Yes.
Stlence.

Lucy I thought we would both be married and have children
by now. By the time we were this age.

Angela Sodidl.
Silence,

Lucy When I was a kid you gave me the best cuddles,
Much nicer than Mummy: [ was so lonely when you went to
unjversity. I think I cried myself to sleep for 2 week.

Stlence,
I'am truly sorry for everything I have done.

She takes a pigce of folded paper from her pocket. She passes it to
Angela. Angela takes it ang looks at it. Luxey has written on both
Sides,

Angela Andam] supposed to read this now or take it home
to study?

Lucy I've written down everything I can remember.
Angela looks at it, turns over the bages and skims it in fifleen seconds,
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Angela Thisisng good.
Lucy Whar?

Angela Do yoy really think everything began when I caught
You trying to steal money from my purse in Mum’s kitchen?

Silence,

Lucy No. Of course not.

Angela But that’s where you begin!
Silence,

Lucy Then perhaps we ought to meet another time when
P've had a chance to think about our relationship again, I'm

sorry.
Angela Oh no I've ng intention of us meeting again,

Lucy Ican only say I hope you don’t mean that,

Silence,

Tunderstand we've become estranged from each other. I do,
And in a way we no longer know each other, I don’t know you,
I haven’t taken the time to be interested in your life. I know
that. T haven’t been able to. But 'm the new me. I'm the new
Lucy. And I know You can’t possibly imagine everything P've
been through.

Angela goes 1o drink., Decides not to take o sip.

Lucy You don’t know what’s been going on with me.
Angela You couldn’t be more mistaken.

Silence.

Lucy Iknow there’sa part of you that knows exactly.
Because you cut yourself' don’t you? Like me.

Angela is gob-simacke]

Lucy Isaw you when I was ten years old. You were home for
the weekend. And I looked Fu\oE._.ooE..Hrnn_oow Emmm.wma
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and I looked in. And you were cutting yourself, Inside your
thighs, Watching the blood. Feeling purged. Like you’'d just had
the best hit of your life. And it’s still going on isn’t it Angela?
Did you think I wouldn’t notice the blood on your blouse, ‘That
you could explain it away with some excuse or other about

made of her inner thighs,
Angela I'm afraid you're very much mistaken,
Silence,

Lucy I'mvery sorry that you say I am. I saw you. And I
learned what to do when I was sad.

Angela Fuck off

She gives Luacy back the Piece of paper with Lucy’ story of their
relationship,

Lucy Would it help if T were to explain what’s been going
on?

Angela That would be pointless,
Lucy Please Angela I am trying,
Angela explodes.

Angela Don’t you think I don’t know every detail of your
life. T have been consumed by it.

She drinks.
Lucy Angela we can't make a scene in here.

S,

e

e

Angela Whg; 5 shame it all had (g come out? [ only wish
it WNEuQ.u& three years earlier. T wish it had. T wish i had,

H_-G% I'm not sure how being humiliated i the press and
Causing a scandal at the BBC: has helped anyone, least of a]
me.

Stlence,

Grow up. Ir’s 5 make-believe career. I always was, And even
then it wasn’ make-believe enough. You had to inyre jt with
SOme moronic faux-rakish behaviour that might have been
laughable if 3 hadn’t destroyed what was left of our family,
Smokers of opium how ridiculoug, 1 would laugh if T didn* feel
so sick. It was good while it lasted but it 18 gone and you have to
face reality,
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Silence.

Lucy Angela you chose the law and I chose entertainment
and I don’t criticise your choice,

Angela But was it your choice? Was it mine?
Lucy 1 don't know what you mean,

Angela T was always the intelligent plain one, You were
always the pretty and creative one, Who told us that? When
really we were both children who had different talents and
different needs,

Stlence,

Lucy Wasit really that much money? Is Mum really in that
much debt because of me?

Silence,

Angela | rang the news desk.

Lucy Ibeg your pardon,

Angela I tipped off the newspaper.
Lucy How could you? How could you?
She hangs her head, Silence,

Angela Very easily having played second fiddle to you for the
last thirty years, The lagt three of which You seem to have been
intent on killing yourself,

Stlence,

One must always try to put anger to good use. I hoped. I think
Pve given you a new beginning,

Stlence,

Lucy Perhaps it isn’t hate. Perhaps it’s love.
Stlence,

Angela Chrissie Hynde knew it
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Lucy Dont, you’ll sound Like Mother. 1 think I might fall
over. No I'm okay. 'm okay,
Angela drinks, Silmes.

Angela For what jr's worth I'm sorry if T haye made the last
few weeks difficylt,

Lucy Thank you. For telling me the rugp,
Stlence,

Angela T've missed you,

Lucy Ive missed you. Truly,

Stlence.,

Angela Haye you honestly ever talked to Mum? Aboyt
problems and stuff? | mean ever,

Lucy No. Have you?

Angela Np,

Silence,

Lucy Why are the three of s 50 screwed up?

Angela T fog sorry for Mum losing Dad when we were little
but -

Lucy Dont Judge her, Don blame her Angela.
Angela Byt she -

Stlence.
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Angela smiles. Silence.
Angela But there is something else Lucy,

Lucy Don't Judge her. The world’s not black and white.
Everyone makes bad choices,

Stlence.

Angela There was something else you don’t know; Now
you'’re stronger I think i’s time you knew the truth,

Silence.

Lucy Go on. Well tell me.

Angela The thing that no one talks about.
Lucy Which thing?

Angela  You know,

Lucy Mummy or Daddy?

Angela Well both of them.

Silence,

Lacy Whatis ir?

Angela takes one almighty gulp which finishes her red wine. And smiles
kindly at her sister

Angela The big thing. That no one ever talks about. How
Daddy died.

T hirteen

The garden of Barbara large Islington home,

s warm. Lucy has a glass of red wine, Barbara, who has been
gardening, walks towards her ang takes the glass. She has g Lood gulp of
the ved wine, Lucy lights up o cigaretie,

Barbara You're smoking darling?

Stlence,

Lucy Iknow

Barbara Weli] Suppose we all have our Kttle sins,
Laocy We do.

Barbara Now do you fancy finishing the French onion soup
or shall we have a light salad?

Lucy A salad will be fine.
Barbara Are you off out?
Lncy Inawhile.

Barbara Op you didn’t say?

Lucy That’s because I'm leaving. And I thought it would be
much harder for both of ug if I..

Stlence,

Barbara [Isn’t the garden looking marvelloys, Who would
have thought it after a1 these years? I actually thought
Someone must have painted the plinth at some point, Byt you
know it was utterly coated in bird shit,

Silence.

Lucy 1love you Murnmy,
Barbara 1love you Lucy.
Lucy Mummy] -
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Barbara Well that explains it. Why the garden was calling.
She wipes her eyes. Silence.

Of course I knew that one day ~ And here it js,

Stlence,

You know the house js going to have to be solq.

Lucy Iwillfinda way of paying you back.

Barbara Darling,

Lucy Iwil,

Barbara No, Well anyway. For al] of Angela’s splendid work
with my Many and various credijtors | don’t think they will be
kept at bay for much longer. Surely you could wait until then?

Lucy NoIcant. I've spent a month thinking very carefully
about it Making my decision, 1 had a talk with Angela.

Barbara What by she said?

Ske drinks. Silence,

Barbara You kney once when I found you.
Lucy Yes?

Barbara When 1 found you in a state,
Lucy Yeg?

Barbara Yo, said to me that you had a need, You heeded
something for such 5 long time, Apd you had found it. In your
state of oblivion, Perhaps you don’t remember?

Lacy 1do remember,

Barbara Of course it’s your father. T assume. And I fee| so
awful about it becayse -

Lucy No Muym.
Barbharg No?

Barbara Yoy dont mind me asking do you?
Lucy No.

Barbara A mother longs to know these things.
Stlence,

Why did you do it Why did yoy follow that path? Please
tell me,

Lucy It was something friends were doing It wag something
I'wanted to be near,

Barbara By why?

Lucy 1had incredible nerves, I had the most paralysing
nerves. Before I go in front of the camera. Smoking weed was
impossible, Byt heroin helped.

Stlence,

Barbara By You've always been sq confident?
Lucy 1have always wanted to be 50 perfect,
Barbara By why?

Lucy For you.

Barbara For me?

Lucy Because You were so perfect, Yoy gave me everything
ever wanted and made aj my dreams come trye, | have always
been terrified of letting you down,

Stlence.

Barbara Bycj would not care,

Lucy ButIwould,

Barbara | don’t understand.

mrﬂnw And yet there i5 » Part of me - Haye ¥ou never been
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Sifence,
Barbara drinjs,

Lucy You know detoxing from heroin has never killed
anyone but you can die withdrawing from alcoho] suddenly,
Can’t you mother?

Barbara I've noidea what you're talking about.
Silence,

Lucy Angela told me.

Barbara Told you what?

Lucy  Angela found out herself quite by accident from old
Dr Dennis seven years ago, didn’t she mother?

Barbara I don't know what you’re getting at.
Lucy You told us Daddy died from a heart attack.
Barbara Which he did,

Lucy Brought on by a, a seizure,

Silence.

He had 2 problem didn’t he?

Barbara He wasa good man.

Lucy And you'd stopped drinking because you were
carrying me.

Barbara Well that's what happens when you're pregnant
Lucy, so1 suppose so.

Lucy But Daddy couldn’t stop could he?
Barbaxa Really this is fantasy.
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Lacy Because he was addicted. Did you clean up his piss?

Barbara Youre becoming more Jike Angela as you get
older.

Lucy But you said you would leave him. You said if he didn’t
Stop drinking right away you were leaving. And he dig, He quit.
Like that. And he dropped down dead.

Barbara Well I've no idea where you've got all this. T have
no idea why Angela would say such a thing

Stlence,

Is this why you do it? Is jt? Is this why you have never been able
to put your foot down?

Stlence,
Barbara | wanted to protect you. It was so unnecessary.
Lucy What, telling your daughters the truth?

Barbara He- Your father wasn’t destructive, He was
whacky to Angela. She adored him. But she wag growing yp

Lucy The world s full of light and dark mothey!

w.ﬂ-.—uﬂ.-.m I'wanted you to have all the love two Parents could
give.

Lucy And lefi Angela with none.

Barbara Thye 1s0't true, T admit You were my favourite,
Lucy Why did you try to make Angela resent me?
Barbara Thy isn’t true. I would never do that,
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Lucy Was it because I called her Mummy when I was small
instead of you?

Stlence.

I know now what that need was. I know what wanted filling,
That huge Angela-shaped hole in my heart that opened once
you began to turn her away from me. Tell me why Mother. Tell
me why. A daughter longs to know these things.

Barbara throws red wine over Luey. Silence.
Barbara Oh my darling I'm so sorry.
Lucy Its okay

Barbara takes off her apron gives it to Lucy o clean herself- She does.
They look at each other.

Lucy Why?

Barbara Why?

Lucy Why?

Barbara Ineedlove. I need it too.
Stlence.

She half-sings.

Barbara Don’t put your daughter on the stage
Mrs Worthington, don’t put your daughter on the stage.’

She laughs to herself- Silene.
Barbara Noél Coward.

Lucy Oh.

Barbara Noél bloody Coward.
Lucy 1love you Mummy.
Barbara Ilove you Lucy.
Stlence.

—

Thirteen 109

I tried to do better with you than I did with your father. I failed
with your father. I did all the wrong things.

Stlence.

Well after everything, T think we shall both appreciate a break
from each other don’t you Lucy?

Silence.

Lucy I was thinking of something else.
Barbara Oh?

Silence,

Lucy Idon’t know if I shall see you again.
Barbara What?

Silance.

Lucy I think if we said I was having a break I would feel
honour-bound to. And I don’t know what I will do with my
life. And apart from the weeks astray in the last couple of years
we have spoken every single day of my life and I — And it’s so
huge. What Angela told me. I feel my whole life has been one
fantastical lie. And I have to get away.

Stlence.

I have given it consideration and the feeling of dread. Of going
away and the knowing that on a certain date I come back. I
have to go away and not know.

Barbara Isee.

Lucy I think in my own way I've tried before. But somehow
the harder I have tried to untangle our — It seems —

Barbara Yes.
Lucy Yes.

Barbara This is all my fault. To think I brought you
drugs. I -
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Lucy Idon’t care about that.
Silence,

But I’m hurt ahout Daddy. And I must say I'm as cross with
Angela as 1 am with you for not telling me the truth,

Barbara wipes her eves. Stlence.
Lucy looks at her

Lucy All you have ever done is love me and done your best
for me. But now I have to go.

Stlence.
Lucy Why didn't you ever talk to us?

Barbara It my pain that he died. That I fee] he died
because of me. T didn’t want to burden you both with it

Lucy How can a mother’s pain ever be a burden to her
daughters?

Barbara wies her eyes. Silence.
Lucy 1love you Mummy.
Barbara Ilove you Lucy.
Stlence.

Lucy Ilove you Mummy.
Barbara Ilove you Lucy,
Lucy Ilove you Mummy,
Barbara Ilove you Lucy.
Lucy Ilove you Mummy.
Barbara Ilove you Lucy:
Silence,

Tlove you Lucy.

Stlence,
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I love you Lucy.

Lucy Stop.

Silence.

Stop.

Barbara wipes her eyes,

Lucy Don:. I'n.

She wipes her eyes,

Barbara Well. God bless and good Iuck.
Stlence,

Where will you go?

Lucy To South Africa for a couple of months ang then —
don’t know what.

Barbara How will you —

Lucy Angela has given me some money and a camcorder, To
80 and see what I can find and have an adventure.

Barbara What an extraordinary girl she is,
Stlence,

Lucy Perhaps you will tell her some time,
Stlence,

Barbara Yes. [ will do my best.
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The top of Table Mountain, Cape Toun, South Aftica,

Lucy is alone looking out over the ocean towards Robben Island. Silence.
Oscar joins her. He is South African.

Oscar Can you see Robben Island?

Lucy Yes.

Oscar Would you like to go?

Lucy Perhaps.

Oscar At one time it was a leper colony. Everyone knows
about Nelson Mandela but no one knows about the lepers.

Lucy Is there an excursion?

Oscar There’s a ferry.

Lucy Well we should go.

Oscar  You didn’t look like you liked the cable car too much?

Lucy It wasn’t too bad. My mother always said T was never
good at heights.

They look out at the ocean.

Oscar That’s Lion’s Head, that's Signal Hill and thag's
Devil’s Peak.

Lucy It’s quite something here,
Oscar 1 never tire of it. No matter how many times.

Lucy 'This place is the closet thing to heaven I can imagine.
What the fuck is that?

Oscar laughs.
Oscar Oh it’s just a dassie, I thought you liked nature?
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Lucy Its a rat rabbit with vampire teeth and an evil look in
his eye.

She laughs. So does Oscar.

Oscar They're all right there’s a lot of scraps for them from
all the tourists,

Lucy I'mglad I came to South Alrica. To the Cape.
Oscar And you didn’t come for the football either.
Lucy layghs.

Lucy Despite its history, all its difficulties and problems it’s a
Place that’s trying to find a new beginning for itself.

She smiles.

Lucy AndT get that profoundly.
Oscar Solhear,

They both laugh.

Lucy When I think of my life and being here now I want to
cry. Not in a bad way. But I - I'm so pleased I came here.

Oscar smiles.

Oscar Well 1 tell you what Luce P'm sure as shit pleased you
did.

Lucy looks at him and smiles. Angela comes up onto the high point,

Oscar Otherwise I never would have met that bloody
annoying sister of yours.

Angela comes towwards Oscar and they kiss for a very long time.
Angela What's he saying about me Lucylu?

Lucy Oh nothing, he’s being boring about Robben Island,
Angela Give him a thump,

Lucy I will.
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Oscar Hey! You wouldn’t think she’s madly in love with me
would you hey Lucy?

Angela Don’t push your luck Oscar or you’ll be taking the
short way down.

Angela and Oscar notice Lucy looking out at the ocean. They come
and stand next to her and look out,

Locy Have you spoken to Mum?
Angela This morning

Lucy How is she?

Angela Fine.

Lucy What’s she doing?
Angela She’s absolutely fine.
Lucy Isshe?

Angela Iwould say so. She’s threatening to register on
Guardian Soulmates.

She shakes her head. Laacy smiles and thinks. Silence,
Luacy misses her Mum and blinks back a tear
Angela Are you okay sister?

Lucy Yes sister

Angela Are you sure sister?

Lucy YesIam.

Silence,

I think, Perfectiy.

She smiles brigfly, then thinks, and is Jfilled with a sense of Joreboding.
Content. Is the word.

They all look at the ocean.

End of play.




