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Workbook 1
The Sociology of Crime and Deviance

	Name


	Set
	Group


Exam Paper 3 Specification:

4.3.1 Crime and Deviance 

Students are expected to be familiar with sociological explanations of the following content:

· crime, deviance, social order and social control

· the social distribution of crime and deviance by ethnicity, gender and social class, including recent patterns and trends in crime

· globalisation and crime in contemporary society; the media and crime; green crime; human rights and state crimes

· crime control, surveillance, prevention and punishment, victims, and the role of the criminal justice system and other agencies.

4.3.2 Theory and Methods 

Students must examine the following areas:

· quantitative and qualitative methods of research; research design

· sources of data, including questionnaires, interviews, participant and non-participant observation, experiments, documents and official statistics

· the distinction between primary and secondary data, and between quantitative and qualitative data

· the relationship between positivism, interpretivism and sociological methods; the nature of ‘social facts’

· the theoretical, practical and ethical considerations influencing choice of topic, choice of method(s) and the conduct of research

· consensus, conflict, structural and social action theories

· the concepts of modernity and post-modernity in relation to sociological theory

· the nature of science and the extent to which Sociology can be regarded as scientific

· the relationship between theory and methods

· debates about subjectivity, objectivity and value freedom

· the relationship between Sociology and social policy.

Introduction to crime and deviance summary work

	KEY TERM [things not covered in the booklet so far]
	DEFINITION

	Norms
	

	Values
	

	Rules
	

	Laws
	

	Delinquency
	

	Sanctions
	

	Consumerism
	

	Informal social control
	

	Formal social control
	


You will also get definitions for: crime, deviance, moral panics, folk devils, deviancy amplification, hyperreality, scapegoat, moral entrepreneurs etc.

Paper 3 exam questions: [the format of these will always be the same]

Crime

01: Outline two ways… [4 marks]

02: Outline three reasons… [6 marks]

03: Applying material from Item A, analyse two reasons… [10 marks]

04: Applying material from Item B and your knowledge, evaluate… [30 marks]

Methods

05: Outline and explain two [advantages/disadvantages/uses] of [a particular method] [10 marks]
Theory

06: Applying material from Item C and your knowledge, evaluate the usefulness [of a theory] in understanding society [20 marks]

Topics and workbooks for this exam paper will include:

1. Introduction and the role of the media in our understanding of crime 
2. Functionalist, Strain and Subcultural Theories of Crime
3. Interactionism and Labelling theories of Crime

4. Marxism, class and crime
5. Realist theories of Crime
6. Trends in measuring crime, Gender/Ethnicity
7. Globalisation, Green Crime, State Crime and Human Rights 
8. Patterns in crime control, punishment, victims
Expectations for next year

· There is a lot of content, you will have to regularly do some preparatory and additional reading to help your understanding.
· You must remain organised.
· Homework must be completed on time. There is no guarantee that late work will be marked. 
Introduction to Crime and Deviance

What is crime and deviance?
Discuss and define these terms in pairs:

	KEY TERM
	DEFINITION

	Crime
	

	Deviance
	


In the diagram below identify some acts which are deviant, criminal, and criminal and deviant. (Use the images on the PowerPoint to give you some ideas.)

[image: image1.emf]
Did you have any problems completing this activity?

What is the difference between crime and deviance?

The social construction of crime and deviance

We can argue that acts classed as criminal and/or deviant are socially constructed

What is defined as a crime and deviant act is developed through historical, social and political processes over time – they are not just objectively criminal or deviant

We know that something is socially constructed because the same act is viewed differently depending on its context 

Whether or not an act is classed as criminal and/or deviant depends on issues such as;

· The time period it occurred in

· The country it happens within

· Other factors such as the religion and cultural norms of the group

Are the terms Crime and Deviance universally understood concepts?
Does everyone define crime and deviance in the same way? Have we always seen the same acts as deviant or criminal or do these definitions alter over time?  Conduct research on the following:
	Act
	Deviant/not deviant in the UK? Examples of historical changes
	Country or context it would/wouldn’t be classed as deviant

	Smoking in public places
	
	

	Sexual relationship with someone of the same sex
	
	

	Voluntary euthanasia
	
	

	Drinking Alcohol
	
	

	Being Married to More Than One Partner
	
	

	Terminating a pregnancy
	
	

	Killing Someone
	
	


Theories of crime

Using the videos of crime theories on Godalming online https://online.godalming.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=927&sectionid=10988 in addition to the crime theory sections in the second year Browne or Webb textbook (these can be found in the classroom or you can get one out of the library) make notes on the following theories of crime:

	FUNCTIONALISM
View of crime

Key concepts 

Key people and what they say


	STRAIN (FUNCTIONALIST)
View of crime

Key concepts 

Key people and what they say



	SUBCULTURAL STRAIN
View of crime

Key concepts 

Key people and what they say


	LABELLING/INTERACTIONISM
View of crime

Key concepts 

Key people and what they say



	MARXISM

View of crime

Key concepts 

Key people and what they say


	NEO MARXISM

View of crime

Key concepts 

Key people and what they say



	LEFT REALISM

View of crime

Key concepts 

Key people and what they say


	RIGHT REALISM

View of crime

Key concepts 

Key people and what they say




The role of the media in the social construction of crime and deviance
Read the extract at the end of this booklet pp.515-523 of ‘Sociology for AQA Vol.2, 2nd Year A-Level’, Browne. Mark on the activity below the statements that are true and those that are false.

	The media and the social construction of crime and deviance

	1. Young and Wilmott argue advertisers have turned images of crime and deviance into tools for selling products in the consumer market e.g. Grand Theft Auto combine images of criminality, designer chic and fashion
	T
	F

	2. People are only able to discuss and form opinions about the crime and deviance they have been informed about, and for most people this is provided by their own experiences
	T
	F

	3. Greer and Reiner (2012) point out in the media there is a tendency to seek out and present newsworthy stories of crime and for a good story dramatize or over-report certain stories.
	T
	F

	4. Reiner (2007) suggest the media coverage of crime and deviance is filtered through the values and assumptions of the produces in terms of what is ‘newsworthy’
	T
	F

	5. Greer (2005) argues this could lead to the under exaggeration of violent crime
	T
	F

	6. Surveys such as the British Household Survey show the majority of people based their knowledge of crime and the criminal justice system (CJS) on the media rather than their own experience. 
	T
	F

	7. Left realists suggest media reporting of crime disguises the reality that both offenders and victims are mainly from the middle class. 
	T
	F

	8. Functionalists point to the concealment of white-collar and corporate crime, which are seen as less newsworthy.
	T
	F

	9. Baudrillard (2001) argues that the media don’t reflect reality but activity create it as a form of hyperreality, as most people’s knowledge of crime comes from the media.
	T
	F

	10. Flatley et al (2010) show that all crime in England and Wales has been falling or steady between 1995 and 2010, showing between 1/3 of the population wrongly thought it was rising.
	T
	F

	11. The media act as moral entrepreneurs who self-appoint themselves as the guardians of national morality by labelling and stereotyping certain groups. Media stories can demonise as folk devils those involved in some activities.
	T
	F

	12. Hall and Cohen suggests media-generated moral panics tend to appear during times of uncertainty, such as during periods of rapid social change or political and economic crisis. Those defined as deviants play much the same role as demons in the past as easy scapegoats. 
	T
	F

	13. The media focus on a group can lead to deviancy amplification where agencies of social control will take harsher measures to show they are taking action against the folk devils. 
	T
	F

	Stanley Cohen’s Folk Devils and Moral Panics (2002 [1972])

	14. Showed how the media helped to create to opposing youth groups in the 1960s- the Mods and Rockers
	T
	F

	15. On Easter bank holiday in 1982 at Clacton there were some minor acts of vandalism and a few scuffles between some Mods and Rockers
	T
	F

	16. The level of violence was more than that occurring anywhere else in the country. However, the media carried a hugely exaggerated reports of what happened, giving the impression Clacton had been terrorised. 
	T
	F

	17. This generated a moral panic, with widespread fear, and hostility towards, the Mods and Rockers who came to be seen as posing a major threat to moral order. 
	T
	F

	18. The police were forced to stamp down hard on these groups in response, which resulted in a growing number of arrests.
	T
	F

	19. Before these events the Mods and Rockers saw themselves as rival groups and most young people did not identify with either. However after this more young people chose to identify as one or the other, adopting their style. 
	T
	F

	20. The example of the Mods and Rockers shows how the media’s reporting of deviance can actually create the very problems they are allegedly concerned about.
	T
	F


Now go through and correct all the false statements, you will end up with a summary of the textbook section

What criticisms do McRobbie and Thornton make about the idea of moral panics today?

	1. Moral entrepreneurs
	

	2. News Values
	

	3. Deviancy amplification
	

	4. Stanley Cohen
	

	5. Consumer spectacle
	

	6. Scapegoat
	

	7. Folk Devils
	

	8.Hyperreality
	

	9. Risk society
	

	10. Agenda setting
	

	11. CSEW
	

	12. Moral panic
	


From your reading of the textbook extract now match up the key words    

Activity: Using pp.123-126 of the AQA A Level Sociology, Book Two (a copy can be found at the end of this booklet) make notes on the following:

You could write these notes on a separate piece of paper, but they must be attached to the booklet when you hand it in. 

Media representations of crime- how the media provide a distorted image:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
News values and crime coverage- Stan Cohen and Jock Young
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Fictional representations of crime

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

The media as a cause of crime

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Fear of crime

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The media, relative deprivation and crime

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cultural criminology, the media and crime

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Media and the commodification of crime
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Fear and Risk of Crime
	KEY TERM
	DEFINITION

	Fear of crime
	

	Risk of crime
	


Discuss and research the following questions

Which social group (age and gender) is most likely to be the victim of crime?

Which social group has the greatest fear of crime?

What may be the problems with researching and measuring ‘fear of crime’?

Do you think the media help create crime and deviance? (use extra paper if you need to). Pages are at the back of the booklet
	Evidence for
	Evidence Against

	Use p.518-520, 522 Browne and your notes


	Use p.240, 249-252, 520 Browne and your notes


SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT
Outline two ways the media might amplify deviance [4]
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Outline three reasons why the media might exaggerate the extent of crime in society [6]
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Extra space _____________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Outline three news values [6]
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Extra space _____________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Item A

Some sociologists claim that the media do not just report criminal and deviant behaviour, but may actually be a cause of crime and deviance. Some media portrayals of crime may appear to be very realistic. The media also present a number of different lifestyles in a wide range of types of programmes, such as ‘reality’ TV, advertising, documentary and fiction, which some audiences may see as attractive. The same or similar crime storylines and images may be constantly repeated. 

Applying material from Item A, analyse two ways in which the media may cause crime [10]
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Extra space _____________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Essay plan: Crime and the Media – use your notes from throughout this booklet
ITEM B: MEDIA AND CRIME Sociological research into the mass media suggests that it may have a negative influence on our behaviour and may in fact cause crime. Some researchers have commented on the way in which the media can cause violent crime as audience members may be tempted to copycat scenes from violent films or those which glamorise a life of crime. Similarly, there is a great deal of pressure towards material consumption that makes individuals more likely to turn to crime if they are unable to achieve these goods in a legitimate way. The media itself can also be a tool for crime, for example with the introduction of the ‘Dark Web’ which allows individuals to engage in criminal activity and transactions undetected, or with the greater potential to commit cybercrimes such as fraud or identity theft. However, not all sociologists would accept that the mass media causes crime, arguing instead that it is due to the nature of society or the social characteristics of the individual. 

Applying material from Item B and your knowledge, evaluate the view that the mass media causes crime. (30 marks) 
www.tutor2u.net/sociology
Paragraphs in 20 and 30 mark essays:

The Sociology sandwich is exactly the same as the burger idea we use for 10 marker, but it needs you to include more analysis/evaluation (using other studies, theories or methodology) to counter the point you are making. Each paragraph should have the elements of this ‘sandwich’ before you move onto your next point.
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Key areas of the question that you need to address:
	What does the question want?



	Introduction: needs to address the debate and define key concepts in the question



	How could you use the item


	What key concepts will need to be included?



	Evidence for the argument in the question (including named studies)



	Counter arguments to these (including named studies)



	Conclusion- weigh up the debate: based on the evidence you have presented, does the mass media cause crime?



	What will be in each of your 4/5 paragraphs?

1.

2.

3.

4.
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