FILM STUDIES A-LEVEL: SUPPORT SHEET FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS
Students: Where can students get help for themselves?

Teachers are there for guidance with your studies but we would also expect you to have accessed support materials and tried to work out any misunderstandings yourself before seeking out extra help.  Rather than coming to a teacher saying, ‘I do not understand’, try to look at websites, textbooks etc. to answer the question yourself first. The following can help you with that:

1. TEXTBOOKS: Consolidation of content is important – students have been encouraged to buy or borrow a textbook –WJEC/ Eduqas Film Studies for A Level and AS – Ellen Cheshire and Mark Ramey (Illuminate Publishing).  There are copies of both books available in the college library and it is also available to buy online or at all good bookshops for £32. The library also contains a whole range of subject specific books which can be searched via the Heritage database.
2. WEBSITES: There are a wealth of resources available on the internet.  Making use of these resources outside lessons will enhance a student’s ability to analyse and evaluate - key skills that are crucial to success at A Level. Some useful websites include: The Guardian Online https://www.theguardian.com/uk/filmis an excellent and free resource which features daily updated news and information. BFI Screen Online http://www.screenonline.org.uk/ is British Film Institute’s education based website with naturally ‘British based’ themed resources covering the history of the British film industry. Other noteworthy general Film Studies sites include http://www.filmsite.org/ and http://www.filmeducation.org/. 
3. MAGAZINES: Sight and Sound is published monthly by the British Film Institute and is available in the library. It covers a range of film topics and theories on historical and contemporary films, with articles written by academics and critics. It is an essential read for serious film students and helps develop knowledge and critical perspective. Empire is the UK’s biggest selling film magazine. Released monthly, the magazine covers news, reviews and interviews regarding contemporary and historically important cinema releases. BBC Radio 4’s The Film Programme is essential listening. 
4. WATCH A RANGE OF FILMS: A student who regularly watches and discusses films will enhance their understanding of the subject and will be able to show awareness of contemporary and historical perspectives in their essays. There is a ‘wider watching list’ on the welcome tab on the AS and A Level Film Studies Godalming Online site. All of the key texts that students study, are available on our internal streaming site eStream http://estream.godalming.ac.uk/Default.aspx. 
5. OUTSIDE OF LESSON TIME: Every Wednesday lunchtime in room 904 / 905, students can drop in to speak to a member of the department and run any questions they might have.  Staff are not able to give you specialist 1-2-1 help necessarily outside of lesson time but these workshops are useful for you to drop in with your questions.

Parents: How can you help?
We often get asked by parents of students studying for the AS and A level examinations what things they can be doing to help them achieve the best possible grade.

Whilst almost all the work that is required to be successful at A level must come from the student there are some things that parents can do that can help:-
1. Encourage them to watch a range of films and read around the subject.  There is usually at least one item on the nightly news programmes (BBC, Channel 4, ITV or Sky) that is centred on the media or issues surrounding it. Knowledge of media industries and ownership is always helping, but also watching news programmes allow students the opportunity to analyse how real life events, people, communities, issues etc. are being represented by the media.
2. Encourage them to read sections of a daily broadsheet (including online additions) that are related Film.  Guardian, Telegraph, Times etc.  Also, magazines such as Sight and Sound and Empire. Again, this will help to reinforce some of ideas and theoretical perspective that are being learnt in lessons.  
3. Your personal film experiences may be useful in helping to provide historical context for the films we are studying.  All the films we study have a social-political and historical context that may be alien to students. By relating them to your personal experiences it may help the topic to come alive.
4. At the end of every half term they will be given a benchmark assessment– ask how they performed in the test and encourage them to spend time revising and consolidating content ahead of it.
5. Encourage them to attend the drop-in workshops run by the Wednesday lunchtimes for extra help with topics they are finding difficult.
6. Learning cannot happen just in the classroom.  They must be responsible for that learning as well.  It is something we drill into them from the beginning of their studies.  50% of their learning is expected to happen in the classroom but 50% is also expected OUTSIDE the classroom.  
