Thinking of Studying Business at University?
Are you considering studying Business at University?  It is really important that you choose your course wisely.  There are lots of different types of course out there.  You could choose an Accountancy or Marketing route or you might want to major in Human Resources, for example.  You could do joint honours or single honours.  You might want to choose a course that offers a sandwich year work placement, or one that provides the opportunity to study abroad for part of the course. What is really important is that you conduct thorough research on institutions and the courses they offer to make sure that you make the right choice for you.  
It is worth noting that a small number of universities have recently increased their entrance qualifications to study Business Studies to include grade B in GCSE Maths. Do some preliminary investigations into course entry requirements now, to see if you will be affected by this. Please see Gay Crosby in the Maths department if you do not have grade B Maths and need to get it for university.  
When you start writing up your Personal Statement it would be good to consider some of the following;
· What sparked your interest in Business Studies?  How did you come to the decision to study the subject?
· How has your interest in the subject been maintained i.e. have you been following news stories such as the BP Oil Spill, have you been interested in the Credit Crunch and Recession and how these might influence the economy/business in the future?  How has doing BTEC Business or AS/A2 made you certain that this is the subject for you? Try to focus on specific areas of the syllabus that you have particularly enjoyed/found interesting.
· What independent reading have you undertaken?  What was it about this that fired you up about the subject?
· Have there been any recent events in business/the economy that have interested you recently?
· What work experience or voluntary work have you undertaken?  What was it about the work experience that you have gained that will give you the skills needed to make a good student at university?
· Can you provide examples of where you have applied your knowledge through presentations/coursework/assignments?

Some useful sources of information
· Your starting point is often the UCAS website at www.ucas.com 
· Degree Course Offers by Brian Heap provides a very good indication of typical offers for Business and other courses.
· The Careers site on GOL has lots of really useful information on it.  If you follow the link on the left hand side of the site to Matching A Levels to degree courses you will find a link to a document in the middle of the page on Business Studies
