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Statistics

-The average cost of raising a child from birth until the age Lega| Issues

of 21 is around £271, 000. -Since children were barred from employment in the 19t

-4% increase of 1 child families since 1972. century, and education became compulsory in 1880, they have
-There were 695,233 live births in England and Wales in ceased to become an economic asset that can contribute to
2014, a decrease of 0.5% from 698,512 in 2013. family income through working at an early age. Children have
-The average age of mothers in 2014 increased to 30.2 therefore become an economic liability and a drain on the
years, compared with 30.0 years in 2013. resources of the parents.

. (A frEen A
FALL IN BIRTH
-Parenthood involves greater pressure on couples, with 7 A1) b

growing invidualization and the impact of feminism

many women want more from life beyond parenthood.
-As postmodernists, in an age in which consumer %% E E
-Sue Sharpe demonstrated that women's aspiration have changed

values dominate and people seek to develop there

identities through there consumer spending and between the 1970s and the 1990s with more focus on carers rather

leisure choices, couples are becoming more reluctant than marriage and having children.

to have children. -Society's attitude to the use of contraception have changed from

disapproval to acceptance, this is partly because of growing

secularization and the declining influence of church and religion.
-In the last 30 years there has been decreases in fertility rates for
women aged under 30. Whilst most women do eventually choose to
have children there is a growing population who are choosing not to,

-More effective and cheaper methods of birth control have and they are making this decision later in life leaving themselves with

been developed over the last century. less time to become pregnant.

-The availability of safe and legal abortion since 1967 has

also helped in termination unwanted pregnancy's. Family

planning is therefore easier.
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Statistics

-In 2012 there was a total of 118,140 divorces in England
and Wales, and increase of 0.5% since 2011.

-The number of divorces each year rose from 27,000 in
1961 to a peak of 180.000 in 1993 and then fell back to
around 130,000 by 2012.

-71% divorces are shown to be from first marriages.

-In 1974 there was about 1 divorce for every 4 marriages
but by 2012 this had more than doubled to just over two
divorces for every four marriages.

INCREASE

R

-Secularization refers to the declining influence of
religious beliefs and institutions writers such as, Goode
and Gibson argue that this has resulted in marriage
becoming less of a sacred, spiritual union and more a
personal and practical commitment which can be
abandoned if it fails.

-The church now takes a less rigid view of divorce and
many people today probably do not attach much

|: religious significance to their marriages.

Legal Acts/Issues

-Changes in the law over the last century have made divorce

easier and cheaper to obtain, and have given men and women

equal rights in divorce.

-The divorce Law Reform Act (1969) was a major change,

before this law a person wanting a divorce had to prove before

a court, that his or her spouse had committed a matrimonial

offence.

-Matrimonial and family proceedings act (1984) allowed

couples to petition for divorce after only one year of marriage

rather than three.

-The family law act (1996) increased the amount of time a
% couple had to be married before a divorce could be granted

from 12 to 18 months.

-In 2011 the government decided that as a quicker and
cheaper alternative than resulting to courts, disputes between
divorcing couples should be referred to mediation.

)

I

WORC

-From a postmodernist perspective Beck and Beck Gerstein see rising
divorce rates as a product of growing individualisation and more
choice, for example in family relationships individuals now choose and
negotiate more things like organising finances and household chores.
-Postmodernists argue people have much greater individual freedom
of choice and are less constrained by traditional controls of morality,
social expectations, norms and family ties.

-Divorce has become more socially acceptable and there is less social
disapproval and stigmatizing.

-As a result people are less afraid of the consequences and are more
likely to seek a legal end to an unhappy marriage.
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